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We’re reaching the end of the semester. It’s time for final tests and 
final essays for most of you. Maybe you’re 
graduating. If so, congratulations! I know 
how much hard work to make it to the end, 
and how good it feels to finally graduate. 
And if you’re still in the swing of things 
and moving forward into the summer 
and fall semesters, it still feels great wrap 
up your courses and have that break. It’s 
been a little while since I graduated from 
Douglas, but I loved this school, and I 
still do. We’re all lucky to go to a school 
that values its students so much, and one 
that puts on so many events, talks, plays, 
concerts, and gallery exhibitions for all 
of us to enjoy—not to mention Douglas’ 
sports teams, which are ridiculously great.
As you all wrap up your semesters, I 
felt like doing a little wrap up, too. To all of 
you who read this paper and my lettitors, 
thank you for sticking around! It’s really 
cool to have a platform to speak to you 
all from, and everyone on the paper loves 
putting out content for you every week. 
After next week’s paper, which will be 
on stands during your finals, we’re back 
to monthly for the summer semester. If 
you won’t be around in the summer and 
want to keep following us, you can still 
read our articles on our website, or read 
a digital copy of each issue on Issuu. 
As I said, this is far from my last 
issue—we still have five issues and five 
months left before I’ll be handing over the 
reins to the next Editor-in-Chief—but I 
still want to say goodbye to the students 
who won’t be here in the summer. I’ve 
loved creating this paper for all of you, and 
helping it grow and evolve. I’m very proud 
of its direction this year, and I’m also 
very proud to tell you all that we won two 
awards at the American Collegiate Press 
Conference in March! We took home ninth 
best overall paper out of all the American 
and Canadian papers present, which was 
very exciting. Our second one was for the 
first issue of this semester, our Sex, Drugs, 
and Rock ’n’ Roll edition, for which we 
received third best overall special edition. 
I’ll be honest that I wasn’t sure how well it 
would be received, because even though 
the content was really strong the subject 
matter was… interesting for an awards 
ceremony, so I was thrilled to see the issue 
recognized for all the work they put into it.
Since the conferences we attended 
this year, we’ve been working even harder 
to improve the paper, making changes 
to our design and articles that I hope 
you’ve all enjoyed. So if you’re leaving this 
semester, I want to thank you for taking 
this journey with us over the past year, 
and if you’re sticking with us and Douglas, 
we’re going to keep improving for you! 
Lettitor
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Saying goodbye to the semester
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The BC Green Party may gain a fair share of votes this provincial election 
cycle due to their seemingly clear cut 
strategy that promises a brighter future 
and stronger economy for all British 
Columbians.
MLAs have begun campaigning to 
ensure that voters in the Metro Vancouver 
area are informed. Jonina Campbell, 
the Green Party candidate for New 
Westminster, is one such individual. 
Campbell is well-known as the city’s 
school board chair for the past two years, 
notably building two new schools and 
ensuring funds for New West secondary. 
In an interview with the Other Press, 
Campbell outlined her stance on 
important issues affecting students.
First and foremost, Campbell 
addressed the age-old question around 
legal drinking age from an interesting 
perspective.
“I think [the legal drinking age] 
speaks to bigger issues. When we look 
at alcoholism and addictions, there’s an 
age that society thinks we are responsible 
enough to make decisions,” said Campbell. 
“In the case of my brother who passed 
away due to alcoholism, I believe that it 
has to do more with ensuring that as a 
community, we come together to educate 
and provide support to those who are 
struggling with recovery because they can 
fall off the wagon every now and then. 
Speaking more towards that instead of a 
specific age ensures that former addicts 
can recover and get the right care.”
Campbell further stated that 
increased support is possible, but only 
with the “political force behind her to 
implement them.”
When it comes to marijuana 
legalization, Campbell would become a 
moving part in one of the nation’s biggest 
issues. With three levels of jurisdiction, 
everyone has a role to play: federal (to 
legalize marijuana); provincial (how old 
consumers must be, how much it will 
cost, and how it will be distributed); 
and municipal (bylaws and terms of 
enforcement and regulations). 
“The BC Green Party will follow 
whatever the federal government will pass. 
Ultimately, it will be much more helpful if 
the federal government moves quicker and 
figures this out,” said Campbell.
On the subject of economic growth 
in the province, Campbell points out what 
she sees as what is meant to be invested 
in, and what is not. 
“The longer we delay in starting to 
plan for the new economy by moving 
away from an economy rooted in the 
nonrenewable resources sector, the 
better. We don’t have to turn off the tap 
right away, but we must begin investing 
more in technology and innovation,” said 
Campbell.
“[Additionally], we hope to promote 
investment in home energy and 
transportation, as those jobs are much 
more sustainable for communities. It’s 
those kinds of jobs, instead of more 
traditional ones such as Site C Dam and 
LNG, that will be the jobs of the future. 
We have to have a party invest in the jobs 
of the future instead of the jobs of the 
past.”
The BC Green Party has taken a leap 
of faith by banning corporate donations 
to their campaigns. Since November, 
Campbell has been canvassing, door-
knocking, and talking to residents about 
their concerns for the community face-to-
face.
“If there’s one thing that resonates 
with voters, it’s the opportunity to elect 
MLAs who are committed to cleaning up 
the way we spend tax pay dollars,” said 
Campbell. “When people are funded 
by people, they are for the people. 
When unions and corporations fund 
the campaigns, they have a stakeholder 
position in those elected. This decision 
we’ve made inspires more confidence to 
represent people instead of corporations 
and unions. It’s not the easy thing to do, 
but it’s the right thing to do.”
Ultimately, Campbell said she 
believes that the best thing for students 
to do is vote, whichever way they lean on 
the political spectrum. She points out that 
no matter the result, the province will be 
making critical decisions that will impact 
students and the future economy. 
“I hear from many retired citizens 
that they watch their children struggle 
with debt, finding an affordable place 
to rent, and finding their way into the 
job market. It’s far more challenging 
than their parents have experienced,” 
said Campbell. “[The] BC Green Party 
understands that and wants to address 
this problem. If you’re looking for a party 
that is committed to long term plans and 
not just campaign election cycles, pick the 
Greens. At the end of the day, [the goal 
is] getting out to vote, because it is your 
future that is being decided on.”
Campbell, the BC Green Party 
candidate for New Westminster, is racing 
against BC Liberal Party candidate 
Lorainne Brett and current NDP MLA 
Judy Darcy, who is running for re-election.
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We don’t have to turn off the tap right away, but 
we must begin investing more in technology and 
innovation.”  
– Jonina Campbell.
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öö Local Green Party candidate promises to clean up spending 
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Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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Diversity has always been an important aspect at Douglas 
College, and one of the newest clubs has 
paved a way to appreciate language and 
culture even more. 
Students in German courses—or 
any who are interested in learning a new 
language—have an opportunity to learn 
further about German language and 
culture. Reah Aurora and Nicole Thom, 
President and Vice President of the DSU 
German Club, believe that this modern 
language deserves more appreciation.
“We are language buffs and 
language is something that is 
important,” said Aurora. “German is 
spoken officially in six countries, and is 
the official language in three of them. 
German is good to have on your roster. 
It’s like learning Mandarin; it just makes 
sense.”
In the Winter 2016 semester, both 
women were enrolled in MODL 1131, 
Basic German 1, and found that they 
didn’t have any additional support to 
learn the language after their weekly 
speech labs. As they moved onto 
Basic German 2 and the student pool 
narrowed, both found it necessary to 
create a space to study the language. 
As a German study group, Aurora 
and Thom ran the collective for the 
past year and have now opened it to 
all students—not only to increase 
awareness of the language, but in the 
aim of boosting all MODL courses.
“Not only is [the club] for personal 
interest, studying, and practicing, 
it’s beneficial for the school to draw 
attention to the Modern Language 
department, which is in decline,” said 
Thom.
“Here you can’t get a diploma in 
modern languages,” said Aurora. “It’s 
imperative that we create a need for it 
again so that the school will identify it 
as something that should be a diploma.”
In addition, the club hopes to find 
student interest from UBC and SFU, 
fellow institutions that run German 
courses. Thom expressed her concern 
that such courses would diminish in the 
future.
“Eventually, our goal is to find a 
way to campaign [for any student] to 
study here at Douglas to take German. 
It’s much cheaper and the class sizes are 
small,” said Thom.
While learning German in the club, 
Aurora hopes to break stereotypes. 
“We love bringing on native 
Germans because they are our access 
to culture. Those in Basic German 1 
or not in a language course might not 
know about the culture itself and 
have preconceived notions, [such as 
thinking] that Germans are too serious 
and can’t take a joke. For example, 
Annie, one of the native German girls, 
has probably the most lighthearted and 
charming personality. We want to fix 
the 1930s vision that people might have.”
Looking towards the future, both 
leaders hope to plan a wrap-up event 
that would promote their club further 
and open the floor for students to 
socialize and ask questions about the 
club.
Fraser Health came under scrutiny this week when a story emerged about 
a New Westminster woman passing 
away in the waiting room of the Royal 
Columbian Hospital (RCH). She had 
been waiting for a bed to open up.
Surjit Kaur, a 73-year-old woman, 
had her treatment delayed on March 
14. After battling a difficult bladder 
infection and an unsuccessful dosage of 
antibiotics, Kaur was taken to the hospital 
by her family. Despite suffering excessive 
vomiting and diarrhea for the previous 
week, the staff at RCH told Kaur’s family 
that they could not check on vitals or 
administer any treatments until Kaur 
could be moved to a hospital bed. All the 
beds were full at the time. Kaur’s health 
deteriorated significantly in the hours 
she spent in the hospital waiting room in 
a wheelchair. By the time her condition 
was noticed by healthcare professionals 
and she was placed in a bed, she was 
in the final 20 minutes of her life.
Fraser Health stated to Global 
News that they “...have been working 
closely with the family, including 
arranging meetings with clinical staff and 
administration. We have reviewed the 
patient’s chart and have shared all of the 
information related to her care with the 
family. Unfortunately, this woman was 
very ill. It is hard to lose a loved one. We 
are continuing to work with the family 
to support them through their loss.”
Fraser Health and provincial 
healthcare was criticized by New 
Westminster MLA Judy Darcy.
“There has been one crisis after 
another, in one emergency room after 
another in Fraser Health. We’ve raised 
this issue repeatedly in the legislature. 
It’s long overdue that the government 
stepped in and took responsibility,” 
Darcy said to Global News.
Long hospital wait times are a 
common occurrence in BC hospitals. 
While wait times in hospitals like 
Vancouver General Hospital and St. 
Paul’s Hospital are usually less than 
half an hour, many hospitals have an 
average wait time of multiple hours, with 
Richmond General Hospital having an 
average wait time of 3.5 hours, according 
to Emergency Wait Times. No data 
could be found on the average wait 
time of Royal Columbian patients.
Kaur’s death is only the most 
recent case in a slew of tragedies 
that may have been prevented with 
quicker or more thorough attention to 
these patients. Since September 2016, 
there has been three cases of alleged 
negligence in hospitals that have yielded 
tragic results. While these patients 
were seen, they were sent home with 
shots or prescriptions, and met their 
demise within days of their visit.
Kaur’s niece, Amarjit Minhas, is a 
nurse herself, and lamented the state 
of the waiting and emergency room.
“I’m just so sad that I work in a 
system where this kind of thing can 
happen. I worked in the ER 30 years ago, 
and things were bad then and there have 
been some improvement, but things are 
still as bad,” said Minhas to Global News.
SPOTLIGHT: 
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Waiting for death
öö DSU German Club hopes to revive passion 
for Modern Languages department
öö Dark week for New Westminster 
healthcare alludes to larger issue
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On March 30, Douglas College hosted its second Urban Challenges 
panel: Fentanyl: Breaking the Cycle. 
The panel was hosted by the 
SFU Faculty of Health Sciences’ Dr. 
Julian Somers and New Westminster 
Chief Constable Dave Jones. Together, 
they covered the basics of the 
ongoing Vancouver fentanyl crisis 
and the difficulties in educating 
people on the drug’s risk.
Somers broke up the overdose 
cases into two groups of people: 
ordinary people who are overprescribed 
and undereducated on opioids, and 
homeless people with pre-existing 
mental health issues, disabilities, 
traumas, or addictions. Each group, 
Somers explained, needs a different 
governmental approach. People with 
homes and jobs need to be educated on 
the dangers of opioid dependency, and 
homeless people need shelter in order 
to receive more regular medical care.
Jones discussed the changing role 
of the police in Vancouver over the last 
two decades, from law enforcement to 
life preservation as deaths from drug 
overdose overwhelms a healthcare 
system that is not built to adequately 
deal with the problem. He also 
emphasized the need for doctors to 
educate their patients on the withdrawal 
and addictiveness of opioid prescriptions.
Both encouraged the need for 
solutions to homelessness, the de-
stigmatization of mental health issues, 
and an awareness of the humans 
behind the increasing overdose 
statistics in Metro Vancouver.
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
öö Overdose crisis prompts discussion from doctors and police
Douglas College presents 
Fentanyl: Breaking the Cycle
The DSU German 
Club meets every 
Wednesday at 4:30 
p.m. Stay updated 
on their Facebook 
page for where 
to meet, as the 
DSU has yet to 
find a permanent 
room for them.
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On March 28, The Douglas College Business Association hosted 
Women in Leadership, a forum 
dedicated to inspiring young women 
in business and leadership roles.  
The event took place in the 
Aboriginal Gathering Centre, 
featuring a panel of female leaders 
from varying fields discussing 
their experiences in business. 
The first speaker was Sheila 
Comer, owner of Pink Ribbon Bakery 
in New Westminster. Comer shared her 
experiences as a small business owner 
wearing many different hats and the 
many learning curves she faced when 
opening her own bakery. She also 
described the importance of removing 
yourself from toxic situations, analyzing 
the issues from every angle when faced 
with obstacles, and the positives of being 
a control freak in the world of business.
“My biggest designating quality 
with being a control freak is there is 
nobody else to put any responsibility 
on. You need to be completely 
accountable and recognize that [...] 
you have no other choice but to accept 
full accountability,” said Comer.
Yet with the good always comes 
the bad. Comer discussed the negatives 
of having a controlling personality and 
taking on a number of responsibilities.
“One thing about having this type 
of personality is the tendency to become 
comfortable with either mediocrity or 
by just getting by. You’re doing so many 
things at once all the time, and because 
of this you’re brought to some kind of 
halt, whether it be with productivity, 
creativity, progression—all of it.”
Second to present was Gillian Kirk. 
Kirk wears a number of different hats, 
being involved in both business and 
politics. She is the head of marketing at 
EPR Accountants, the Board of Directors 
at the Tri-Cities Chamber of Commerce, 
and on the Board of Ridley Terminals for 
the Government of Canada—a job given 
to her by then Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper. She explains how she acquired 
these positions through being sure to 
say yes to opportunities in leadership.
“I believe when someone 
asks you to take a position of 
leadership, you say yes,” said Kirk.
 Kirk explained her two roots of 
leadership: sports and volunteer work. 
Sports taught her to be aggressive and 
to be the best she can be, something 
she says girls are not told when 
they are growing up, unless they’re 
involved sports. Kirk emphasizes the 
importance of volunteer work when 
working in business, something she 
says is not only “a phenomenal way to 
build a network,” but also something 
great to put your energy into.
 “When you volunteer for 
something, you’re putting your passions 
and your energy into something that 
you really believe in, and nothing but 
good can come from that,” Kirk said.
Kirk described being a woman in 
a leadership position and the difficult 
situations she has had to face. With 
this she gave some advice: don’t be 
afraid of conflict; don’t focus on the 
things you don’t know; get support; 
do your research 100 times over; 
take opportunities when they come; 
if they don’t come, make your own 
opportunities; and finally, be confident.
“I don’t believe in the phrase ‘fake 
it till you make it,’ I believe what you 
do is never fake it, you always lean on 
your strengths, and until you learn 
the things you need to learn, you 
should find the support you need.”
The next speaker was Karina Hayat, 
president and co-founder of Prizm Media 
Inc. Hayat, who gave a speech about her 
childhood in Guatemala, the obstacles 
she has had to overcome, and the lessons 
she learned. She detailed a story of when 
she first started her business—inspired 
by a history of diabetes in her family 
and designed to help those struggling 
with affliction—she handed out flyers 
in class and asked people to visit her 
website. The website did so well that she 
could not handle any more business.
“When you make a decision, 
really go forth with it, because if 
you don’t, you’re going to be left 
wondering ‘what if?’” said Hayat.
 She also talked about how to 
empower women in leadership and 
how vital it is to help women succeed.
“How do we help women get to a 
stage where we are empowering them? 
What can we do to help women become 
leaders? If I were to sum it up in a lesson 
it would be: give a woman confidence. 
When you give a woman confidence, you 
are empowering her to give that same 
confidence to her children, and you’re 
helping her empower her community, 
and the economy,” said Hayat. “I hope 
that each of you have the courage to 
stand up when you see a women put 
herself down because of whatever 
reason [...] that you give that woman 
the courage and empower her to tell 
her that she is enough, because that is 
what it takes. We have to do it together; 
it has to be a community effort.”
The fourth speaker was Melody 
Ma, Senior Product Manager and 
Marketer, and Web Developer at 
Mountain Equipment Co-op. Ma 
detailed her involvement in the many 
activism campaigns she is a part of and 
the difference she has made in each 
movement. She is involved in artsScene 
Vancouver, she fought for the recognition 
of cultural sustainability as a pillar in 
BC, she advocates for the teaching of 
coding in school from kindergarten to 
high school graduation—which she is 
directly involved in with the Ministry 
of Education—and she is passionate 
about the preservation of Vancouver’s 
Chinatown. Ma was also involved in 
the veto of the new Vancouver logo. 
She listed four things about 
activism that everyone should 
know in order to succeed: passion, 
persistence, strategy, and fun. 
“If you stick with a problem long 
enough, and you persist, you might 
come out winning,” Ma said. “It’s not 
going to guarantee success, but it is 
going to give you a chance to succeed.”
Mary Vallani was the final 
presenter in the discussion. Vallani 
is the Area Manager with TD Canada 
Trust. She framed her speech around 
the importance of saying yes and 
the resiliency of being a woman in 
business, along with the obstacles 
that one may have to face.
Vallani spoke about her 
leadership journey—how she helps 
people achieve their goals and the 
fulfillment she gets from it.
 “I think we are all born good and 
that we are all striving to be joyful 
in our lives [...] if we can be resilient 
and prepare ourselves with resiliency, 
then we will be successful and we 
will find that joy,” said Vallani.
Vallani’s presentation also 
focused on mental health, and how 
it’s not to be taken for granted. 
“We need that self-care to help us 
through difficult times,” Valani said. 
She described how volunteer work 
has helped her depression, because it 
gets her out of herself and allows her to 
help other people, something she finds 
joy in and recommends to everyone. In 
her final thoughts, Vallani gave some 
things for attendees to consider.
“We need more women on boards. 
What I am seeing is not enough women 
are putting their hands forward for 
jobs. When I interview for a position, 
I don’t have enough women to choose 
from. I don’t look for if it’s a man or 
a women, or colour, or LGBTQ+, I 
want the best person for the job, but 
what I do notice is that I don’t have 
enough women to even think about 
hiring the best person for the job 
who is also a woman,” said Vallani.
After the presentations was a 
question period, which elicited an 
intriguing anecdote from Gillian 
Kirk, who’d mentioned living with 
her friend in Asia and how her friend 
always took the smaller piece of 
chicken. When Gillian asked her 
friend why, her friend responded that 
she didn’t feel like she deserved the 
big piece of chicken, to which Gillian 
gave an interesting final thought. 
“Ladies, take the big 
piece of chicken.”
öö Women in leadership forum provides words of wisdom 
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
Inspiring young female leaders
I don’t believe in the 
phrase ‘fake it till 
you make it’” 
– Gillian Kirk
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The live action Netflix version of Death Note is leaving fans increasingly 
baffled and outraged over the film’s 
largely American cast and setting.
The remake of the super-popular 
manga and anime is set for release on 
August 25. Netflix unveiled a one-minute 
trailer on March 22, reigniting the 
outcry over the adaptation’s apparent 
Westernization—an outcry that first 
started building up since it was revealed 
in fall of 2015 that the film will star 
Nat Wolff, best known for his acting in 
young adult novel adaptations The Fault 
in Our Stars (2014) and Paper Towns 
(2015), alongside Margaret Qualley. 
Death Note took the world by storm 
when the manga was first published in 
2003, with an anime following in 2006. 
The plot features 17-year-old Japanese 
high school student Light Yagami as he 
comes into possession of a notebook that 
allows the wielder to kill someone by 
writing their name. Incredibly gifted and 
incredibly bored, Light decides to use the 
notebook for the idealistic purpose of 
bettering the world by killing criminals. 
Meanwhile, the mysterious and equally 
brilliant detective L tries to identify and 
apprehend the supernaturally-powered 
vigilante, who comes to be known as 
“Kira.” And now this 12-volume (or 
37-episode) battle of morals and wits is 
being transposed to Seattle, Washington. 
Whitewashing foreign media for a 
Western audience is not an issue exclusive 
to manga and anime. Controversy 
has been especially prevalent lately 
with the recent release of Ghost in 
the Shell, another movie based on a 
manga with Scarlet Johansson in the 
lead role of a cyborg. One could go on 
and on about the endemic problems 
of underrepresenting Asians and other 
visible minorities in Hollywood, but the 
Americanizing approach seems even 
more problematic and bizarre in a story 
as culturally-specific as Death Note. 
First off, that concept of (white) 
schoolkid-turns-mass-murderer instantly 
has many more connotations in the US. 
Even beyond that, it’s hard to imagine 
Light, played by Wolff, as an American 
surnamed Turner. In the manga, 
Light’s character is heavily shaped by 
Japanese cultural expectations and by 
his relationship with his police chief 
father (Shea Whigham in the film). In 
Japan, families place a huge amount 
of pressure on academic performance, 
and family dynamics are strongly rooted 
in respect and tradition. This isn’t to 
say that elements of these dynamics 
aren’t present outside of Asia, but in 
North America we have a context of very 
different societal norms, and it seems 
the film will have to take a very different 
approach to the cultural pressures 
influencing Light’s personality.
The rest of the cast is also 
perplexing. The main female character 
Misa Amane has been turned into Mia 
Sutton (Qualley). Misa/Mia is a famous 
model, actress, and pop idol, but at least 
celebrity worship seems fairly culturally 
ubiquitous. After witnessing the male 
and female leads cast as white actors, it 
was something of a surprise to find that 
the eccentric genius L is played by Keith 
Stanfield, who stars in the TV series 
Atlanta. Seeing a black actor cast as L is 
at least a placation to anyone appalled at 
the thought of an all-white Death Note.
L’s invaluable assistant Watari is 
played by Paul Nakauchi, so the film 
will feature some Asian presence on-
screen, albeit a character whose sole 
purpose is support. Masi Oka also 
has a role, although his part is still 
unannounced. One casting that does 
seem appropriate is Willem Dafoe, who 
has the perfect oddly-spaced eyes and 
distinctively goblinlike face to play the 
Death God Ryuk (although according 
to IMDB, Dafoe is only the voice).
Ryuk’s character brings up a whole 
new problem of cultural transposition 
with the Death Gods, or Shinigami. 
They’re a part of traditional Japanese 
folklore without an obvious American 
parallel, and it’s hard to imagine 
Shinigami meshing with the North 
American setting without feeling like 
some quirky and trite ghost-spirit-
companion-thing. Another point 
of potential incongruence arises in 
the nickname “Kira”—the Japanese 
pronunciation of the English word 
“killer.” In the manga, the figure known 
as Kira gains a worldwide cult-like 
following, and while this might still 
stand in the American remake, the 
name loses a lot of its power without 
its international connotations. 
In a statement to the website Collider 
last June, the movie’s producers (both 
of whom are Asian) called the story one 
of “moral relevance—a universal theme 
that knows no racial boundaries.” The 
concept, maybe, but it will take a lot of 
stretching to adapt the story and the 
characters to an American context. A 
lot of fans are clearly not in favour of 
this imaginative leap; an online petition 
to boycott the movie already has, as 
of April 1, about 15,000 signatures.
Supporters of the upcoming Netflix 
film might point out that Japanese live 
action versions of Death Note already 
exist. The manga was adapted into a 
series of four live action films, the first 
two of which roughly follow the original 
storyline, taking place between 2006 
and 2016. Death Note was also made into 
an 11-episode live action TV drama in 
Japan in 2015. A Westernized Hollywood 
version will at least be a different 
approach from these earlier adaptations.
However, there’s absolutely no reason why 
“Westernized” has to mean “primarily 
non-Asian,” especially when that choice 
drives away so many potential fans. Spoiler 
alert: Asians live in North America, too.
Canada: The Story of Us explores the long and interesting history of 
Canada and the various people who are 
important in that history.
Canada: A People’s History, which 
first aired from 2000 to 2001, is, in my 
opinion, the most interesting miniseries 
about the history of Canada. It has 
detailed explanations about the country, 
features famous Canadian historical 
figures talking to the audience, and was 
shown in many schools’ social studies 
classes. In celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of Confederation, CBC 
decided to remake the miniseries and 
show it in abridged form to create The 
Story of Us.
The miniseries begins with an 
introduction by Justin Trudeau, and he 
says that while the miniseries’ history 
shows the creation of the country, “there 
are dark chapters in our past that we’ve 
only begun to confront.”
The first episode is about early 
Canada before Confederation and 
the first voyagers who discovered 
the country. It chronicles Samuel de 
Champlain discovering indigenous 
peoples and introducing modern (at the 
time) technology that would change 
history forever. The episode also talks 
about the women during that time, 
Pierre-Esprit Radisson and Médard de 
Groseilliers opening the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, and James Wolfe during the 
War of 1812.
 The miniseries has modern 
filmmaking, allowing it to have a lot 
of action. However, the action causes 
it to have violent scenes that make the 
miniseries almost as violent as Game of 
Thrones.
The descriptions of events in The 
Story of Us are explained at a very fast 
pace. The aerial shots are sped up at 
a very fast speed, the conversation is 
sped up with fast cuts, and they fast-
forward events with montages. While 
I understood all of the events in the 
episode, a typical viewer might be 
confused as to what is going on.
The narrator of the miniseries 
is the same person I have heard in 
various commercials that involve the 
Government of Canada. While the 
miniseries does include historians 
explaining the events that are shown, 
most of the people interviewed are 
famous Canadian people, including 
Ann-Marie MacDonald, former Governor 
General Adrienne Clarkson, Christopher 
Plummer, Paul Gross, Tatiana Maslany, 
and Georges St-Pierre. The interviews 
are like a making-of special feature on 
a DVD, where various actors talk about 
the material that they worked with , and 
some of them could have been in the 
dramatizations. Maybe in later episodes, 
the miniseries will interview people 
who were involved in the events and the 
relatives of the people who were involved.
Canada: The Story of Us shows the history 
of Canada at a fast pace and with a lot 
of action. Canada: The Story of Us airs 
Sunday at 9:00 p.m. on CBC.
‘Death Note’: Dead before it hits the screen?
Canada’s history explained in record time
öö Americanized Netflix adaptation alienates many fans
öö ‘Canada: The Story of Us’ miniseries review
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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Ready your 3-D Maneuver Gear: The second season of 
Attack on Titan is finally here. 
The first episode of the anime’s 
new season came out on Saturday, four 
years after season one began in April 
2013. If you don’t entirely remember 
what it was about, here’s a bit of a 
refresher review of the show so far.
Disclaimer one: This article 
was written before the first 
episode of season two aired.
Disclaimer two: I’ve only watched 
the anime and haven’t read the manga. 
(Disclaimer 2.5: Subbed, not dubbed.)
Attack on Titan (Shingeki no Kyojin) 
takes place in a post-apocalyptic world 
overrun by giant man-eating humanoid 
monsters called Titans. The remaining 
bastions of human civilization have lived 
behind giant defensive walls for the past 
century. Our heroes are Eren Jaeger and 
his friends, and they are all determined 
to join the military, fight the Titans, and 
someday reclaim the earth for humanity.
The most compelling thing about this 
series is the world. Bleak and desolate, 
the grim desperation of humanity 
clinging to survival in its last few cities 
is ominously believable, and even if 
you haven’t rewatched since season one 
ended, you’re sure to be drawn back in 
quickly. The world’s darkly captivating 
atmosphere is certainly helped along by 
the art and imagery of the surprisingly 
terrifying Titans. When this show was 
first recommended to me years ago, I 
thought giant naked carnivorous humans 
sounded cheesy and goofy, but they are 
indeed sufficiently chilling—particularly 
the unique beasts, like the Colossus Titan.
Another awesome aspect of the 
show is the 3-D Maneuver Gear, the 
battle equipment especially utilized by 
the Survey Corps. Using a combination 
of grappling hooks and gas propulsion, 
humans acrobatically fly through the air 
to combat the giant monsters. It looks 
super cool and almost fun enough to be 
worth living in a Titan-riddled wasteland.
Luckily enough, we have plenty 
of characters through whom we can 
vicariously live, though not all of them 
are all that sympathetic. Protagonist Eren 
comes across as overly talented, overly 
whiny, and not particularly likeable. His 
two closest comrades aren’t very original 
either: Mikasa is your typical female 
badass, and Armin is the awkward genius. 
However, outside the main trio of leader, 
fighter, and thinker, Attack on Titan has 
a large, fleshed-out supporting cast, 
chiefly Eren’s fellow soldiers. Personally, 
I’m oddly attached to outspoken and 
professed coward Jean. A lot of the others 
don’t have much personality beyond 
being purely badass, but there are enough 
characters for any watcher to likely find 
a favourite. Also, it’s always refreshing 
to be aware that, given the brutality 
of the show, anyone you like or dislike 
probably isn’t going to live long anyway. 
(Though it is much less satisfying if they 
come back to life three episodes later.)
Attack on Titan also has plenty of 
weaker aspects, primarily its frustrating 
sense of pacing. I’ve never been too fond 
of any anime with fights that last longer 
than an episode or two at most, and about 
half of season one is extended battles, 
which means cliff-hanger after cliff-
hanger, all interspersed with flashbacks 
that don’t tell you nearly enough. None of 
the show feels like meaningless filler, but 
a lot of it doesn’t feel like substance either, 
and is rather just flashy combat scenes 
with admittedly awesome battle gear.
For better or for worse, Attack on Titan’s 
second season is only 12 episodes long, 
which is half the length of the first season. 
Hopefully the shorter run time will 
improve on plotlines being dragged on 
week after week, without simply heaping 
on more and more infuriating mysteries. 
And, hopefully, we won’t end up waiting 
another four years for the next season.  
Giant man-eating monsters are back
öö A look back at season one of ‘Attack on Titan’
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
“Is this Sufjan Stevens song gay or about God?” is a recurring question 
in the community. It’s so widely discussed 
that a Facebook page is named after it. 
But what might be considered a running 
joke is actually a legitimate question 
when Stevens’ lyrics are explored. 
There are a couple essential things 
to know about the folk music paragon 
before proceeding. Stevens’ first name 
is pronounced as “Soof-yan” and he was 
born in Michigan, which is also the title 
of his third album (released in 2003). 
He also has another album named after 
a state, Illinois (2005), and you might 
be wondering at this point if the dude 
has released albums named after all 
American states… he hasn’t. He did, 
however, announce after the release of 
Michigan that he intended to write an 
album for each of the 50 states, but he 
admitted later it was a “promotional 
gimmick.”
Despite this, Stevens has established 
almost a two-decade long career, 
having crafted seven studio albums, not 
counting two Christmas albums and one 
yet-unreleased album that was leaked. 
It’s especially impressive that Stevens 
not only writes, composes, and produces 
all his songs, but he is also a multi-
instrumentalist—which is one of the 
reasons why he is highly regarded in the 
music industry. Moreover, Stevens writes 
music in different time signatures—
giving his work a touch of avant-
garde—and has incorporated a cohort of 
genres into his music. For example, the 
elaborate and euphoric Age of Adz (2010) 
has Stevens putting electronic on blast. 
To top everything off, all of Stevens’ latest 
five albums—from the wintery Michigan 
to the melancholic Carrie and Lowell 
(2015)—have been critically acclaimed. 
So, addressing the question, what 
makes Sufjan’s song lyrics seen either as 
gay or about God? 
Well, it could be about how God 
relates to Stevens’ faith in Christianity, 
which he has exhibited through his song 
writing. His intimate fourth album, 
Seven Swans (2004) has lyrics alluding 
to the Bible and is considered a love 
letter to his faith. Despite this, Stevens 
has continually stated that he intends to 
separate his faith from his art. In politics, 
though, Stevens has been rather vocal 
through his blog expressing disdain 
towards Trump by calling him “Donald 
Duck” and denouncing the fascism, 
racism, and xenophobia taking place in 
America. 
While it’s most likely that songs 
from Seven Swans are about his adoration 
for God, his other albums do not 
manifest themselves as being about his 
faith, and putting God into the picture 
does not really work due to his music’s 
sexual connotations.
In “John my Beloved” from his latest 
album Carrie and Lowell, Sufjan says “My 
tongue on your chest, what can be said 
of my heart?” While it’s true there’s a 
John in the Bible, the song has a modern 
context as he mentions “My order of 
fries” and “Long Island.” The fact that he 
lives in New York makes it plausible that 
the song recounts a personal experience. 
If Biblical imagery is being used, it’s a 
metaphor for the subject of the song and 
the logical explanation is it being about a 
male lover, since Stevens could be finding 
solace with this man as he comes to terms 
with his mother’s death.
In his song “The Predatory Wasp 
of the Palisades Is Out to Get Us”—no, 
that is not the only long title from the 
iconic Illinois album—Stevens recounts 
a best friend whom he was in love with 
as he sings “Touching his back with 
my hand I kiss him” and “We were in 
love” during the song’s emotional apex. 
Stevens has stated in monologues before 
performing the song that this references 
his time at summer camp. Likewise, in 
an interview with Pitchfork, Stevens 
stated that some of his “most profound 
spiritual and sexual experiences were at 
a Methodist summer camp.” A popular 
interpretation of the song states that the 
wasp symbolises the conflict Christianity 
has with same-sex attraction. Perhaps his 
friend couldn’t return his feelings due to 
this, and in the end, Stevens sings that he 
loves him each day and that he can wait. 
It’s interesting that Stevens is set to 
write a score for an upcoming indie gay 
film, Call Me by Your Name. Of course, 
I’m not saying Stevens is gay, but how his 
lyrics fit the men-loving-men bill is not 
far-fetched. At the end of the day, Stevens 
is a brilliant lyricist and an incredible 
artist. 
Stevens is scheduled to release a 
collaborative album, Planetarium, with 
Nico Muhly, Bryce Dessner from The 
National, and James McAlister  
later this year.
‘Is this Sufjan Stevens song 
gay or about God?’
öö The brilliance of Sufjan Stevens
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
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I hate transit. Nothing ever goes straight to where you’re heading and sometimes 
you have to take illogical routes to get to 
where you need to go. Now imagine that 
you can’t take the same route as any other 
commuter. Doesn’t that sound like fun? 
 Ticket to Ride (2004) is a hand 
management and set collecting game 
for two to five players designed by Alan 
R. Moon and published by Days of 
Wonder. In the game, players collect 
sets of coloured cards in order to create 
train routes across a map, originally of 
the United States, but the series has 
expanded to include other countries 
and continents. Once one player runs 
out of train pieces, the game goes for 
one final round, and points are scored 
by completed tickets and routes.
 The game is well-designed and 
extremely easy to learn and play. 
Competition can run high among routes, 
and, when blocked, there are always 
roundabout ways of getting to your 
destination. Strategy comes in both 
laying routes and choosing tickets, as you 
lose points for every route you cannot 
complete. It is a fun, low-risk, low-stress 
game with a lot of replay value, and 
makes a great starter game for anyone 
looking to get into board gaming.
 And I thought it was just okay.
 For years I have wanted to play 
Ticket to Ride, but every time a game 
was played among my friends I was 
usually in the middle of another game. 
Now that I have played it, I found 
it much less engaging than I had 
hoped. Perhaps it was the theme, or 
the extremely simple gameplay, but 
as a seasoned gamer I need a little 
more meat in my strategy games. 
 In the end, I think Ticket to Ride is 
a great game and ideal for newcomers, 
but it may not be for everyone.
Chairman of the board: All aboard
öö ‘Ticket to Ride’ board game review
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
On Friday, March 31, the Douglas College Music Department 
reminded audiences of the talent 
fostered—and opportunities opened—
by the continuing support of donors.
The Choirs and Concert Band 
showed off their skills at Friday’s annual 
Awards Benefit Concert, part of the 
Spring 2017 Concert Series. This concert 
is held both to recognize and appreciate 
these blossoming musicians, and to 
raise awareness and funds for the Music 
Department’s scholarships and awards. 
The first half of the concert featured 
the Chorus and Chorale vocal groups 
conducted by Eric Hannan. First up was 
the larger Chorus, made up of students 
and other community members, beginning 
with a lively rendition of Sid Robinovitch’s 
“Noche de Lluvia,” and followed by a 
couple of solemner psalms and hymns by 
Romantic composer Felix Mendelssohn.
The Chorus’ first few pieces 
all featured a beautiful balance of 
soprano, alto, tenor, and bass ranges. 
Then, to change it up, only the male 
voices performed “’A vuchella,” by 
Franceso Paolo Tosti, a playful and 
teasing song about seeking a kiss.
Probably the most interesting 
piece performed by the full Chorus was 
Calvin Hampton’s “O lord, support us,” 
which was accompanied by a track of 
tinkling bells and glockenspiels, giving 
the song a distinctly ethereal quality.
Next on the stage was the Chorale, 
made up of a few select singers. They 
started with Baroque composer 
Charpentier’s “Pour le Saint Sacrement au 
réposoir,” featuring accompaniment by two 
flutes and the theorbo (a type of lute). My 
favourite of the Chorale’s performances 
was probably Brahms’ “In stiller Nacht,” 
a mournful yet uplifting piece about 
one’s emotional unity with nature.
As well as harmonious, the choirs’ 
performances were also culturally and 
linguistically enriching: They sung in 
Latin, German, Italian, French, and 
Portuguese, as well as English. The 
audience was given booklets with English 
translations of the lyrics, but even 
without the translations, the songs were 
unmistakably moving. The more religious 
choral pieces conveyed a deep sense of 
devotion, while the Chorale’s final piece, a 
Brazilian folk song, was clearly a lot of fun.
The show then went to a brief 
intermission, during which the stage was 
rearranged to prepare for the Concert Band. 
However, before the next performances 
took place came the most exciting part of 
the night: the scholarships and awards, 
presented by Jane Evans of the Douglas 
College Foundation and Music Department 
coordinator Heather Harty Scott.
The presenters first took a moment 
to acknowledge the recipients of the 
entrance scholarships that had been 
given out at the start of the school year, 
before announcing the winners of this 
year’s end of term prizes. Many of these 
awards and scholarships were established 
by—or dedicated to—former faculty or 
alumni of the Music Department who 
had wished to continue the tradition of 
supporting this musical community.
Thirteen first-year and second-year 
music students received awards for their 
talent, artistry, dedication, academic 
excellence, and musical growth, especially 
those students planning to continue their 
musical education. The final prizes of 
the night were the four Music Student 
Recognition Awards, which are funded 
in part by ticket sales for the very concert 
the awards were being presented at.
After the awards were presented, 
the music resumed with the Concert 
Band, conducted by John van Deursen, 
immediately launching into a performance 
of the energetic “Toccata Marziale” 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams.
The band’s next piece was an 
especially elaborate one. In celebration of 
Canada’s 150th birthday, they performed 
Howard Cable’s “Berczy Portraits.” William 
Berczy was a preeminent painter and 
architect of pre-Confederation Canada and 
co-founder of Toronto. “Berczy Portraits” is 
in three distinct movements corresponding 
to three paintings by the artist, and 
the music ranged from majestically 
stately to bold and uninhibited.
One of the Concert Band’s pieces 
even featured a guest performance by 
a student outside the band, violinist 
Jeongah Choi. As van Deuresen 
explained, violins and wind bands are 
an uncommon combination, so it was a 
rare treat to hear the incredibly talented 
violinist lead the group in the zesty, 
Roma-influenced “Zigeunerweisen” by 
Spanish composer Pablo de Sarasate.
Finally, the Concert Band finished 
the show with Eric Whitacre’s “Equus.” 
The title means “horse,” which manifested 
energetically in the piece’s palpable pulse, 
with upbeat rhythms carrying the song 
through to the close of the concert.
After witnessing a show full of 
musicianship from both vocal and 
instrumental ensembles, it’s impossible 
not to respect the time, effort, and 
emotion that goes into performing. 
You gain a new appreciation for how 
elaborate a performing ensemble is, how 
many different instruments or vocal 
parts coordinate with one another, and 
how many hours of rehearsal must go 
into making everything fit together.
For those who would like to support the 
Music Student Awards, the Department 
is always grateful for donations—simply 
go to www.douglascollege.ca/donate to 
contribute. 
öö Music students give performances and receive awards
Awards Benefit Concert proves 
that support pays off
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
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On Friday, March 24, Ariana Grande came back to Vancouver with her 
second major tour, the Dangerous Woman 
Tour, which is one of the biggest concerts 
in this year’s Vancouver concert calendar. 
Grande performed to a sold-out audience 
which consisted of mainly teenagers 
and a few men, including me, and she 
definitely gave the fans what they wanted.
The concert began with a 
10-minute countdown in which we 
saw Grande getting ready for the 
show and various people touching her 
hair. Also, we saw two of her backup 
dancers, and when they tried to hear 
the audience, the audience cheered.
She performed the first song in 
the concert, “Be Alright,” which had 
choreography and graphics that were 
reminiscent of the music video of the 
Madonna song “Vogue,” and during 
the song Grande and all of her backup 
dancers had rainbow tears. A few seconds 
after Grande began performing, the 
curtain fell down to reveal a big screen 
that was very wide and bigger than her 
screen from her Honeymoon Tour.
She performed every song on her 
recent album Dangerous Woman except 
for the bonus tracks in the deluxe 
version or the Target Exclusive version 
of the album, though she performed 
“Jason’s Song” at her New York show. 
She also performed songs from her 
previous album My Everything.
The graphics and transitions in 
the concert were visually brilliant, and 
there were even sometimes graphics on 
the floor. After she performed “Let Me 
Love You,” the graphics took us forward 
into a room with colourful windows, 
we saw her with a light shining on 
her, and she sang a new song that was 
either made for the concert or maybe 
a hint of a song from her next album. 
There was then a transition where we 
saw Grande with white hair and various 
words were shown on screen including 
“divine,” “don’t want it,” and “human,” 
leading up to “female,” relating to 
feminism, a theme in Dangerous Woman. 
For the first half of the concert, 
the audience sang along with her, 
but in the second half, they did not 
sing a lot and only sang quietly. This 
was so that everyone could hear her 
sing. The highlight of the concert 
was when she sang “Greedy” and 
confetti shot out into the air.
There were other interesting 
moments in the show. When she sang 
“Sometimes,” balloons fell into the 
audience. During one song, she twirled 
the straps that were in the coat that she 
was wearing like a baton. At one point, 
one of her backup dancers accidently 
hit her and she kept on going. When 
she sang “Moonlight,” outer space was 
shown on the screen and the floor.
Before the actual concert began, 
there were two special guests. Victoria 
Monét was there, who seemed a 
lot like Janet Jackson, and Little 
Mix was there as well, which was 
interesting because they sang a lot of 
songs that I’ve heard on the radio.
Overall, the concert was better 
than Grande’s previous concert, and 
after the concert I found out that she 
performed while having a cold. Also, 
I could have seen her and talked to 
her if I’d won in the What Would You 
Do? contest in her fan club on Bkstg 
(Formally Fahlo). Unfortunately, I 
did not check the app and I missed 
the deadline to enter the contest.
Maybe I’ll see her on her next tour.
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
öö Ariana Grande concert review
Ariana Grande 
 stepping it up
Life (2017) is a rollercoaster of a movie that plays with your emotions and 
fears, but in a way that you would have 
seen coming from light years away. 
This sci-fi horror film follows a 
group of astronauts on the International 
Space Station (ISS) in what begins as a 
discovery of the first signs of life beyond 
Earth. Unfortunately, the six-member 
crew soon finds out that their life-
changing discovery will do anything to 
survive. 
Three leading actors share the 
screen in a combination that can only 
be described as random. When Rebecca 
Ferguson, Ryan Reynolds, and Jake 
Gyllenhaal are placed together, it fits 
like an overly large glove—it seems like 
it could fit, but alas, expectations don’t 
quite meet reality. 
While these three play off each 
other mediocrely well, the on-screen 
chemistry between Ferguson and 
Gyllenhaal, especially, seems forced. 
What Gyllenhaal brings to the 
table, Ferguson lacks. In one scene, 
Gyllenhaal’s character is frustrated 
and hopeless, while Ferguson’s lacks 
any emotion whatsoever. All in all, 
the emotions that are displayed by the 
leading actors lack depth, with empty 
cries and echoing shouts. 
Ferguson is easily forgettable in this 
role. Even with sufficient screen time, 
she blends into the background because 
she, or rather her character, makes no 
unpredictable moves by simply playing 
it safe.
Reynolds brings the comedic relief 
to a movie that requires none—whether 
that is a positive or negative, the 
debate is still open. Ultimately, he is 
placed in a movie that doesn’t use him to 
his full potential. Perhaps his Deadpool 
character has put him into a certain 
movie category that he just can’t escape.
Gyllenhaal bears the brunt of the 
film, though it isn’t done excellently. 
While he hits all the notes, the only 
redeeming qualities are the emotions 
he displays on-screen and the way he 
performs so naturally. Unfortunately, 
one fantastic actor can’t save an entire 
script.
Notably, the supporting cast, which 
includes Hiroyuki Sanada, Ariyon 
Bakare, and Olga Dihovichnaya, offer 
some redeeming qualities to the film. 
Sanada shines in his role as a father who 
wants to return home to his newborn 
child, and his performance breathes 
depth into this character. Bakare and 
Dihovichnaya add to their roles by 
providing raw, uninhibited fear to their 
reactions.
When it comes to suspense and 
shock, this movie is not lacking. The 
alien life-form the crew discovers grows 
in its fear factor whenever it appears 
on-screen. Near the end of the film, 
a surprise plot twist nearly knocks 
audience members out of their seats. 
While plot twists provide shock to 
movie goers, they sometimes create a 
black hole in continuity. In the middle of 
the film, the alien shows up in a certain 
location and surprises the crew. Shock 
factor is apparent, but an explanation of 
how the alien got there is not.
Although Life has its redeeming 
qualities, the shock and suspense 
seemed lackluster. At the end of the 
day, if you’re into sci-fi and looking 
for a quick film to watch for its shock 
value, pick this one. If you’re hoping 
for anything with depth and meaning, 
watch something else.
öö ‘Life’ film review
Full of scares, but lacking depth
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Ph
o
to
 o
f 
A
ri
an
a 
G
ra
n
d
e 
b
y 
La
w
re
n
ce
 K
. H
o
R
ya
n
 R
ey
n
o
ld
s,
 J
ak
e
-G
yl
le
n
h
aa
l, 
an
d
 R
eb
ec
ca
-F
er
-
g
u
so
n
 in
 L
if
e 
vi
a 
So
n
y 
Pi
ct
u
re
s
sports
Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
 O Royals face test of station
 O Oakland Raiders move to Las Vegas
And more!
WIN LOSS WIN % STRK L10
EDMONDS 10 0 1.000 10W 10-0
DOUGLAS 6 0 1.000 6W 6-0
PIERCE 2 0 1.000 2W 2-0
BELLEVUE 5 5 0.500 2W 5-5
HIGHLINE 4 4 0.500 1W 4-4
EVERETT 2 5 0.286 5L 2-5
SKAGIT 
VALLEY 1 5 0.167 1W 1-5
OLYMPIC 1 6 0.143 4L 1-6
SHORELINE 1 7 0.125 1L 1-7
WIN LOSS WIN % STRK L10
EVERETT 4 0 1.000 4W 4-0
EDMONDS 3 1 0.750 2W 3-1
SKAGIT 
VALLEY 2 1 0.667 1W 2-1
SHORELINE 1 2 0.333 1L 1-2
OLYMPIC 1 3 0.250 2L 1-3
BELLEVUE 0 0 0.000 - 0.0
DOUGLAS 0 4 0.000 4L 0-4
 
SOFTBALLBASEBALL
It seems like every year, in any sporting event, there is always that one infamous 
missed call. Whether it’s hockey and the 
offside call, or the football no catch call, 
or even the LeBron flop, there’s always 
something going on. If I didn’t know any 
better, I would think sports are more 
associated with telephone companies with 
the number of times calls are talked about 
or debated. 
Today, I want to talk about not so 
much the calls that are missed, but the 
ones that are and then aren’t. I’m talking 
about the more and more common, after 
the whistle, behind closed doors call. It’s 
becoming more and more common to 
see athletes in all sports being punished 
for actions taken in game, outside of the 
game, whether those punishments be 
through suspensions or the infamous NFL 
fines. More and more, athletes are finding 
themselves subjected to the behind the 
scenes referees, the Leagues. 
Five years ago, a dirty hit in the NHL 
was punished by a gruesome beating and 
a five minute major, which could signify 
a larger suspension. The best example 
of this was former Canucks’ player Raffi 
Torres. The guy laid out another guy 
from the other team, in whatever manner 
he wanted, got beat up, beat a couple 
of people up, and then did his time on 
the bench or riding the wood. What 
determined that was the referee. If the ref 
saw a clean but hard hit, it was a couple 
of minutes in the sin bin and a beating for 
Torres. If the ref saw something he didn’t 
like, it was a beating and an early shower 
for Torres, along with five minutes. If it 
got there, he could be suspended by the 
League for an extended period of time. 
My point is, the referee made the 
call first. Recently (as in a couple years 
ago), Torres got away with a hard hit that 
winded up being a roughing call. Standard 
beating and two minutes in the sin bin. 
Nothing big. But it wasn’t until after he got 
out of the game that his world came apart. 
Using brand new technology, the League 
was reviewing Torres’ hit from several 
angles, and deemed it dirty. The referee 
made a mistake, and Torres would be 
suspended 80 games (an entire season) by 
an after game review panel. That was what 
really set the precedent for the events that 
would follow. 
Now, players are always under review. 
The referee may make any call he likes, 
but if the after review panel finds you 
guilty of something they accuse you of, 
then you’re at their mercy. But the after 
review panel is only human. Surely, they 
make mistakes as well? Well, yeah, they 
do. They make them quite often and quite 
outrageously, punishing players without 
precedent on little taps that could have 
easily been overturned on a night two 
years ago. 
And it isn’t just the NHL. The NFL 
is notorious for their “small” fines. Oh, 
you touched the other guy on the wrong 
shoulder at the wrong time? $40,000 fine. 
Oh that was a big hit? I smell money! 
It’s practically turned into Oprah, but 
instead of giving away money, they’re 
taking it away. You get a fine, and you get 
a fine, and you get an extra-large fine! 
Are these players ever fined in game? Of 
course not—that would look ridiculous. 
They’re fined after the game, when no 
one can remember what play it was on 
or what they did because it was so small. 
Where does the money go? Some charity 
that the NFL picks, otherwise known as 
their pockets. It’s so dumb. Players can’t 
even play anymore. Might as well just not 
pay them, if you’re going to fine them for 
playing the game. 
But what frustrates me beyond end 
is the MLS. Soccer is supposed to be a 
beautiful game. It is a beautiful game. 
But if people keep wondering why USA 
or Canada can’t beat any European teams, 
I can guarantee that it isn’t just because 
Europe is just better than America. It’s 
because refs in Europe let the teams play. 
Sure, some refs can be card heavy. Every 
ref has that problem from time to time. 
What doesn’t happen is European teams 
getting suspended over a missed call by 
the ref, which is what happens in the MLS. 
If the ref can’t see it, it’s fair game! 
For so many years, playing dirty has 
been a skill. What can you do to put your 
opponent on edge that the referee can’t 
see? Step on some toes, pull jerseys, talk 
so much shit, and trip them up when they 
try to walk by you without the ball. It’s a 
skill that is very prevalent in the higher 
levels of play. Even being a baby and 
getting the referee’s sympathy is a skill. 
Flopping to fool a ref isn’t easy, and not 
everyone can do it. None of these things 
should be punishable offences if the ref 
didn’t see it or call it. Leave it be. There’s 
no need to call a player after a game and 
suspend them for something the ref didn’t 
catch. What difference does it make? 
You’re suspending him over a game that’s 
over—no one cares anymore. 
Not to mention the favouritism. 
Believe me, you’ll never see one of the 
MLS’ moneymaking teams get hit with 
a suspension over something the ref 
didn’t see. Oh no, that doesn’t happen. 
Meanwhile, in England, it doesn’t matter 
if you’re playing for Manchester United or 
Newcastle United, if you fuck up and the 
ref sees, you better believe that that yellow 
is for you. That’s it, end of story. That’s 
how it should be. It’s for these reasons that 
MLS will never ever be near a European 
league in terms of entertainment or skill.
For a country that practically 
invented the art form of flopping 
(looking at you, LeBron), they seem to 
be so content with hiring shitty referees, 
because they know they’ll just watch the 
replay later and do the ref ’s job for him. 
News flash, leagues: Hire some decent 
refs, let them do their job, and stop trying 
to steal the money the fans are using to 
support their teams. The day when video 
referees are a thing is the day where sport 
and competition dies.
The famous missed call
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Not so famous anymore?
The referee may make any call he likes, but if the 
after review panel finds you guilty of something 
they accuse you of, then you’re at their mercy.
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Las Vegas has acquired the Oakland Raiders, which signals the city’s 
entrance into the NFL. The effort 
was led by the Raiders’ owner Mark 
Davis after multiple failed attempts at 
having the Oakland-Alameda County 
Coliseum replaced, and now a new 
stadium is being built in Vegas. 
The move from Oakland and the 
construction of a new stadium in Las 
Vegas have both been controversial 
in their respective cities, with online 
petitions from California and Nevada 
residents calling for a better allocation 
of funds. The stadium is projected to 
cost around $750 million for taxpayers 
according to The Guardian, with another 
$500 million from the Raiders themselves.
Bill Foley, owner of new NHL 
team The Las Vegas Golden Knights 
has also criticized the cost of the arena. 
In an interview with radio show Vegas 
Hockey Hotline, he said that there 
“were a lot better ways to spend $750 
million,” such as “police, firefighters, 
and teachers.” The Golden Knights’ 
new arena, the T-Mobile Arena, cost 
around $375 million and was constructed 
without money from taxpayers.
The move was motivated by a need 
to transfer out of the aging Oakland-
Alameda County Coliseum, which has 
been consistently ranked one of the 
worst major NFL stadiums in the country. 
Davis had previously attempted to secure 
public and private funding for either a 
remodeling or total reconstruction of the 
arena, but had been unsuccessful at doing 
so for years. This was also a contributing 
factor 
in the 
Raiders’ 
first move 
out of Oakland 
in 1982 to Los Angeles, 
though they moved back 12 years later. 
The new location was chosen after years 
of failed negotiations with San Diego, 
Los Angeles, and Oakland itself.
The public has reacted with raised 
eyebrows at both of these new entrances 
into major sports leagues for Las Vegas 
due to two major concerns. First, Las 
Vegas has rarely 
shown much 
of a demand for 
either the NFL or 
NHL, as the weather 
tends to favour 
neither and the public 
interest has been minimal. 
Second, both leagues have 
extremely strict rules against 
gambling on games and have 
a long history of upholding those 
rules. The establishment of new teams 
with Vegas’ famously lax gambling 
laws and culture opens the door, some 
fear, for the kind of illicit gambling 
present in boxing decades ago.
The Raiders’ lease means they 
will remain in Oakland until 2018, 
by which time the new Las Vegas 
arena should be completed.
Oakland 
Raiders move 
to Las Vegas
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
öö Vegas continues its growth 
of new sports leagues
It’s been a big weekend for the Douglas College Royals 
softball team. After a massive 
first two weeks, the Royals found 
themselves riding a hot streak of 
four games going into their series 
against Shoreline Community 
College. Fine play from pitchers 
Keeley Ainge and Kira Staley 
have seen opponents swing 
away their chances, while 
the Royals batters have put 
the hurt on their North 
division rivals’ fielding 
and pitching numbers. 
On Saturday, the 
Shoreline CC squad 
came to visit the Royals 
at their home field at 
Softball City. With 
a divisional record 
of 1–3, the SHCC 
team were never 
favourites 
for the 
matchup. 
But it 
didn’t 
mean 
that 
the Royals could underestimate them. 
Waiting for the Shoreline batting rotation 
was one of the best pitchers in the league, 
Keeley Ainge. With her was one of the best 
fielding teams in NWAC. And SHCC would 
feel that. 
Although Ainge would go on to give up 
11 hits on the game, the Royals would pick 
up 16 fielding putouts. They were flawless 
in the field, going the entire game without 
a single error. The team’s excellent fielding 
would keep Shoreline CC to just two 
earned runs in six innings. 
Offensively, the Royals had themselves 
a game. The team pumped the Shoreline 
pitcher’s ERA for 9 earned runs, with a 
total of 10 runs in the game. Laura Baldry 
hit her first home run of the year and 
had two RBI on the game. Daniella Vilio 
had three hits and one run with one RBI 
on the day. But it was Natasha Beddard 
with the big day on the plate. She was the 
breadwinner for the Royals, driving in four 
runners with her three hits on the day. 
Daniella Vilio and Jewel Gingras also had 
base steals in the game. At the end of six 
innings, the Royals had squeezed out the 
mercy win, 10–2. 
Game two of the series brought about 
a different look to it. Shoreline CC went up 
two runs early into the game, picking up 
the lead in the top of the second inning. 
Kira Staley would pitch four innings before 
being subbed out for Jesse Goddard. Staley 
picked up two strikeouts but gave up three 
earned runs and six hits.
Goddard would come in to right the 
ship. She pitched for two innings, picking 
up three strikeouts while giving up one 
earned run and one hit. She would also 
pick up the save for the match. 
Offensively, the Royals were a skulk 
of foxes. The team picked up a grand total 
of five stolen bases. Jordan Britten-Yung, 
Daniella Vilio, and Jewel Gingras all had 
one stolen base, while Rachel Warburton 
proved to be the kleptomaniac, stealing a 
team high two bases. 
On the swinging end of things, the 
Royals really went at it. They picked up a 
massive 17 hits on the game on their way to 
12 runs. Daniella Vilio, Rachel Warburton, 
Michaela Moore, and Kim Anderson each 
had three hits in the game. Anderson 
batted in three runners while Warburton 
and Vilio got two each. In total, the Royals 
brought in 12 runners on 5 fielding errors 
from Shoreline CC. They would go on to 
win the game in six innings, forcing the 
mercy win 12–4.
The two wins bring the team to 6–0 
on the year and put them in second behind 
Edmonds while being way ahead of the rest 
of the division. The closest team in terms 
of win percentage is the 2–1 Pierce College. 
In terms of wins, Bellevue are right behind 
the Royals with five, but have five losses on 
the year as well.
Bringing out 
the big guns
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Royals Softball bats their way through
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Eat a lot.  Now this may be a perk, actually! Have you heard of the 
Michael Phelps’ diet? In 2008, Phelps ate 12,000 calories 
a day to prepare for the Beijing Olympics. Now it sounds 
crazy, but there is a scientiﬁ c reason behind it. You burn a 
lot of calories when swimming and your body will need just 
as much fuel to keep going. I can guarantee you that your 
appetite will increase tenfold once you start training—of 
course, not to a 12,000 calories a day, but around 3,500. 
I remember when I used to swim, I would eat thrice the amount as what 
I usually would eat, and there was a time I was so hungry that I took on a 
biggest burger challenge at a restaurant and ﬁ nished it. Just make sure to 
rest for at least an hour after every meal before swimming!
Types of strokes
There are four types of swimming 
strokes: freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke, and butterﬂ y. 
Freestyle and breaststroke burn the 
same number of calories. Backstroke 
burns less calories because it is a 
rather graceful stroke. Butterﬂ y burns the most calories, 
and if you aren’t familiar with the stroke then you should 
deﬁ nitely look up videos of it right now, because it is 
quite something to see.
Every swimmer has their best and preferred stroke. 
Personally, butterﬂ y is my least favourite stroke to swim 
because it can really be tiring. However, when I want to 
show off my impressive skills in the pool it’s the ﬂ ashiest 
one to do. Breaststroke is my favourite because I ﬁ nd 
it relaxing—even when I’m going all out. I’m also good 
with both backstroke and freestyle.
Final words
Swimming can be both a workout and a fun activity at 
the same time. It’s completely up to you which route 
you’d like to take. Swimming can deﬁ nitely give the 
best of both worlds. 
If you’re in it to win it, swim hard. If you’re just splashing 
in the water to have a good time, still remember to 
swim safe.
Now let’s go swimming! Race you to the pool!
Splash, swim, and submerge
By Carlos Bilan, Staff Writer
Want to swim competitively?
Don’t be intimidated. Remember 
that everyone in the pool started 
out as an amateur. No one is going 
to judge or make fun of you if you’re 
slow in the beginning and can’t quite 
keep up. Everyone is training to 
become better, so everyone is working towards their 
own personal goals. What really matters is that you 
swim your heart out, keep up with your own time, and 
do your very best. If you have that mindset, you will 
see your speed, form, and everything else improve 
dramatically as time goes on. 
Attend training daily. It is absolutely crucial that you attend every training 
session. Missing one day of training is basically like 
taking two days off. You will feel noticeably slower than 
before. Swimming is a sport that requires continuous 
practice and training, so if you’re considering swimming 
competitively, you have to be sure this is what you really 
want.
Get your sleep.  Every swimmer’s worst enemy is sleep deprivation. Many 
studies show that lack of sleep affects your athletic 
performance. In fact, if the optimal amount of sleep is 7 
hours and 30 minutes, you’ll have to aim for 9 hours of 
sleep. I remembered a day when I only had 7 hours of 
sleep; when I went to swim, I was losing breath quickly 
and my kicks weren’t as strong. When I had a complete 
nine hours of sleep, I was in perfect shape and beating 
my personal bests.
Make friends!  Having friends to swim with makes training an even 
more enjoyable experience. Swimming may be an 
individualistic sport by nature, but camaraderie can still 
take place, especially when you’re all ixqn the same 
team and trained by the same coach. You all could be 
competing against each other during sprints, but at 
swim meets—and especially during relays—you’re all 
going to be working together.
Leisure swimming
Who said that swimming is only about the exercise and burning calories? 
Swimming can also be fun! 
Nearly every city has an aquatic centre. Most have more than just a big 
pool dedicated to doing laps and swimming for exercise, as there are tons 
of other facilities aquatic centres offer to make your aquatic experience 
relaxing and fun.
Take a dip in the hot tub. Hot tubs have jets of bubbles blasting from 
underneath going up to the surface of the water, which can feel like 
a massage on your body. A dip in the hot tub is actually experiencing 
hydrotherapy, since the buoyancy, heat, and bubbles are working together 
to provide great beneﬁ ts for your body. It soothes your muscles, relieves 
stress, and helps you feel relaxed, so immerse yourself in that bubbly 
feeling, close your eyes, and focus on the gentle sensation. Just remember 
to get in the water slowly, as it can be really hot and your body needs to be 
conditioned ﬁ rst. 
Another way you can receive a hydrotherapeutic massage is sitting under 
the mushroom-shaped waterfalls, if that is something your aquatic centre 
has. The feeling of the water splashing down onto your body gives a gentle 
hammering sensation for your head, shoulders, and entire upper body, 
and the sound of the water splashing drowns out the sound around you, 
providing a meditative experience. If the nearby aquatic centre has one, 
you should deﬁ nitely try it out.
Don’t know how to swim?
If you don’t know how to swim, 
then I strongly recommend taking 
up swimming lessons. Not only is 
it a great form of exercise, but it’s 
essential knowledge and a life-saving 
skill. 
You could try to learn it yourself 
through the internet, but almost every swimmer has 
learned it from swim instructors or parents. It’s a 
practical skill, so the best way to learn it is through a 
coach teaching you. Trust me, it is an investment as well 
as an insurance. If an unfortunate event takes place and 
you happen to end up in a big body of water, then it is 
important to be able to save yourself by keeping your 
body aﬂ oat and swimming to the nearest dry land.
From personal experience, freestyle is the ﬁ rst and 
most standard swim stroke you will learn. When I took 
swimming lessons, the swim instructor made sure I do 
my freestyles correctly before proceeding to teach me 
the other three strokes, as they are considered more 
challenging than freestyle. Freestyle also comes ﬁ rst 
because back, breast, and ﬂ y are strokes mostly done 
only during competition. 
I suggest you ask your swim instructor what they will be 
teaching you since swim programs can vary.
Aquatic centres also tend to have a circular pool where 
the jets carry your body around in a current. It could be 
a dizzying experience for some, but for others it feels 
like a water carousel. Just let the water carry you away. 
You can even try sitting on a kickboard to “ride” the 
currents.
Do a big splash from the diving board. If you’re pumped 
with adrenaline, then go check out if the diving boards 
are open for business—or splashes. If they’re accessible 
and the lifeguards are letting people dive, then go 
ahead and climb that high ladder, take the ﬂ ying leap of 
faith off the board, and dive down into the deep water. 
This section of the pool will deﬁ nitely be deep, so make 
sure you know how to swim before trying it out.
Slide down the big slide. It isn’t swimming, but it’s 
deﬁ nitely a must-do when you visit the aquatic centre!
Spring is here, which means that summer is just around the corner. Sounds like a good 
time to swim your heart out, if you ask me!
Did you know?
Swimming is considered one of the best sports 
for burning calories.
Calorie burn depends on your weight. 
According to Maclean’s, the average Canadian 
man weighs 187 pounds, while the average 
Canadian woman weighs 155 pounds. Taking 
this into account and referring to data from 
Nutristrategy, swimming laps of freestyle for 
an hour can burn up to 600 calories for the 
average man and 493 calories for the average 
woman. That is only for swimming freestyle 
laps at a slow and even pace, so if you swim 
fast or competitively, then you can expect the 
amount of calories burned to be even higher!
Swim meets or swim competitions
Swim meets can be daunting. Competing with other 
swimmers can really increase nerves and make the pool 
appear bigger than it is. It also doesn’t help that you’ll 
be swimming a 50-metre distance, unlike the 25-metre 
distance you’ll probably be used to swimming during 
training. It may feel nerve-wracking, but this is completely 
natural. 
What I did to help shake off the nerves was listen to 
music before swimming. If you watched the Rio Olympics 
or followed it on social media, you probably have seen 
the meme of Michael Phelps doing his “death glare” as 
he listened to music on his headphones. People assumed 
that he was angry towards another swimmer, but he clariﬁ ed in the Today 
Show that he had the music and thoughts going through his head and that 
he was “in the zone.” Music can really help to calm your nerves, so listening 
to upbeat, energetic music will deﬁ nitely get you pumped up for when you 
take your mark and dive into the water.
You should also remember to have fun. Honestly, my favourite part of the 
swimming experience was the training and exercise. Competition was a 
bonus, as it was a way to evaluate my swimming performance. Swim meets 
really put this to the test, so just do your very best and enjoy the cool rush.
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Eat a lot.  Now this may be a perk, actually! Have you heard of the 
Michael Phelps’ diet? In 2008, Phelps ate 12,000 calories 
a day to prepare for the Beijing Olympics. Now it sounds 
crazy, but there is a scientiﬁ c reason behind it. You burn a 
lot of calories when swimming and your body will need just 
as much fuel to keep going. I can guarantee you that your 
appetite will increase tenfold once you start training—of 
course, not to a 12,000 calories a day, but around 3,500. 
I remember when I used to swim, I would eat thrice the amount as what 
I usually would eat, and there was a time I was so hungry that I took on a 
biggest burger challenge at a restaurant and ﬁ nished it. Just make sure to 
rest for at least an hour after every meal before swimming!
Types of strokes
There are four types of swimming 
strokes: freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke, and butterﬂ y. 
Freestyle and breaststroke burn the 
same number of calories. Backstroke 
burns less calories because it is a 
rather graceful stroke. Butterﬂ y burns the most calories, 
and if you aren’t familiar with the stroke then you should 
deﬁ nitely look up videos of it right now, because it is 
quite something to see.
Every swimmer has their best and preferred stroke. 
Personally, butterﬂ y is my least favourite stroke to swim 
because it can really be tiring. However, when I want to 
show off my impressive skills in the pool it’s the ﬂ ashiest 
one to do. Breaststroke is my favourite because I ﬁ nd 
it relaxing—even when I’m going all out. I’m also good 
with both backstroke and freestyle.
Final words
Swimming can be both a workout and a fun activity at 
the same time. It’s completely up to you which route 
you’d like to take. Swimming can deﬁ nitely give the 
best of both worlds. 
If you’re in it to win it, swim hard. If you’re just splashing 
in the water to have a good time, still remember to 
swim safe.
Now let’s go swimming! Race you to the pool!
Splash, swim, and submerge
By Carlos Bilan, Staff Writer
Want to swim competitively?
Don’t be intimidated. Remember 
that everyone in the pool started 
out as an amateur. No one is going 
to judge or make fun of you if you’re 
slow in the beginning and can’t quite 
keep up. Everyone is training to 
become better, so everyone is working towards their 
own personal goals. What really matters is that you 
swim your heart out, keep up with your own time, and 
do your very best. If you have that mindset, you will 
see your speed, form, and everything else improve 
dramatically as time goes on. 
Attend training daily. It is absolutely crucial that you attend every training 
session. Missing one day of training is basically like 
taking two days off. You will feel noticeably slower than 
before. Swimming is a sport that requires continuous 
practice and training, so if you’re considering swimming 
competitively, you have to be sure this is what you really 
want.
Get your sleep.  Every swimmer’s worst enemy is sleep deprivation. Many 
studies show that lack of sleep affects your athletic 
performance. In fact, if the optimal amount of sleep is 7 
hours and 30 minutes, you’ll have to aim for 9 hours of 
sleep. I remembered a day when I only had 7 hours of 
sleep; when I went to swim, I was losing breath quickly 
and my kicks weren’t as strong. When I had a complete 
nine hours of sleep, I was in perfect shape and beating 
my personal bests.
Make friends!  Having friends to swim with makes training an even 
more enjoyable experience. Swimming may be an 
individualistic sport by nature, but camaraderie can still 
take place, especially when you’re all ixqn the same 
team and trained by the same coach. You all could be 
competing against each other during sprints, but at 
swim meets—and especially during relays—you’re all 
going to be working together.
Leisure swimming
Who said that swimming is only about the exercise and burning calories? 
Swimming can also be fun! 
Nearly every city has an aquatic centre. Most have more than just a big 
pool dedicated to doing laps and swimming for exercise, as there are tons 
of other facilities aquatic centres offer to make your aquatic experience 
relaxing and fun.
Take a dip in the hot tub. Hot tubs have jets of bubbles blasting from 
underneath going up to the surface of the water, which can feel like 
a massage on your body. A dip in the hot tub is actually experiencing 
hydrotherapy, since the buoyancy, heat, and bubbles are working together 
to provide great beneﬁ ts for your body. It soothes your muscles, relieves 
stress, and helps you feel relaxed, so immerse yourself in that bubbly 
feeling, close your eyes, and focus on the gentle sensation. Just remember 
to get in the water slowly, as it can be really hot and your body needs to be 
conditioned ﬁ rst. 
Another way you can receive a hydrotherapeutic massage is sitting under 
the mushroom-shaped waterfalls, if that is something your aquatic centre 
has. The feeling of the water splashing down onto your body gives a gentle 
hammering sensation for your head, shoulders, and entire upper body, 
and the sound of the water splashing drowns out the sound around you, 
providing a meditative experience. If the nearby aquatic centre has one, 
you should deﬁ nitely try it out.
Don’t know how to swim?
If you don’t know how to swim, 
then I strongly recommend taking 
up swimming lessons. Not only is 
it a great form of exercise, but it’s 
essential knowledge and a life-saving 
skill. 
You could try to learn it yourself 
through the internet, but almost every swimmer has 
learned it from swim instructors or parents. It’s a 
practical skill, so the best way to learn it is through a 
coach teaching you. Trust me, it is an investment as well 
as an insurance. If an unfortunate event takes place and 
you happen to end up in a big body of water, then it is 
important to be able to save yourself by keeping your 
body aﬂ oat and swimming to the nearest dry land.
From personal experience, freestyle is the ﬁ rst and 
most standard swim stroke you will learn. When I took 
swimming lessons, the swim instructor made sure I do 
my freestyles correctly before proceeding to teach me 
the other three strokes, as they are considered more 
challenging than freestyle. Freestyle also comes ﬁ rst 
because back, breast, and ﬂ y are strokes mostly done 
only during competition. 
I suggest you ask your swim instructor what they will be 
teaching you since swim programs can vary.
Aquatic centres also tend to have a circular pool where 
the jets carry your body around in a current. It could be 
a dizzying experience for some, but for others it feels 
like a water carousel. Just let the water carry you away. 
You can even try sitting on a kickboard to “ride” the 
currents.
Do a big splash from the diving board. If you’re pumped 
with adrenaline, then go check out if the diving boards 
are open for business—or splashes. If they’re accessible 
and the lifeguards are letting people dive, then go 
ahead and climb that high ladder, take the ﬂ ying leap of 
faith off the board, and dive down into the deep water. 
This section of the pool will deﬁ nitely be deep, so make 
sure you know how to swim before trying it out.
Slide down the big slide. It isn’t swimming, but it’s 
deﬁ nitely a must-do when you visit the aquatic centre!
Spring is here, which means that summer is just around the corner. Sounds like a good 
time to swim your heart out, if you ask me!
Did you know?
Swimming is considered one of the best sports 
for burning calories.
Calorie burn depends on your weight. 
According to Maclean’s, the average Canadian 
man weighs 187 pounds, while the average 
Canadian woman weighs 155 pounds. Taking 
this into account and referring to data from 
Nutristrategy, swimming laps of freestyle for 
an hour can burn up to 600 calories for the 
average man and 493 calories for the average 
woman. That is only for swimming freestyle 
laps at a slow and even pace, so if you swim 
fast or competitively, then you can expect the 
amount of calories burned to be even higher!
Swim meets or swim competitions
Swim meets can be daunting. Competing with other 
swimmers can really increase nerves and make the pool 
appear bigger than it is. It also doesn’t help that you’ll 
be swimming a 50-metre distance, unlike the 25-metre 
distance you’ll probably be used to swimming during 
training. It may feel nerve-wracking, but this is completely 
natural. 
What I did to help shake off the nerves was listen to 
music before swimming. If you watched the Rio Olympics 
or followed it on social media, you probably have seen 
the meme of Michael Phelps doing his “death glare” as 
he listened to music on his headphones. People assumed 
that he was angry towards another swimmer, but he clariﬁ ed in the Today 
Show that he had the music and thoughts going through his head and that 
he was “in the zone.” Music can really help to calm your nerves, so listening 
to upbeat, energetic music will deﬁ nitely get you pumped up for when you 
take your mark and dive into the water.
You should also remember to have fun. Honestly, my favourite part of the 
swimming experience was the training and exercise. Competition was a 
bonus, as it was a way to evaluate my swimming performance. Swim meets 
really put this to the test, so just do your very best and enjoy the cool rush.
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It seems that the dream start for the Royals continues to roll along. The 
team coasted for another 2–0 weekend 
after thoroughly defeating Shoreline 
Community College in 12 innings. 
They have a couple days of rest before 
they play again, but eyes are all on 
this coming weekend where they play 
Edmonds. However, they first have to 
deal with an eager Olympic College 
squad biting at their heels. 
With the Royals slated to do battle 
against Olympic College on Tuesday, 
it’ll be a bit of a bump in their normal 
schedules. However, it shouldn’t be too 
tough for the Douglas College squad 
to do what they need to do. Olympic 
College currently sit on the standings 
with a record of 2–6. Throughout their 
season so far, it seems pretty evident 
that there are really only two results for 
them. They either squeeze out a tight 
win, or they get blown out like tires 
hitting a landmine. My bet is on the 
latter.
The real story of this series will be 
the performance of Kira Staley and Jesse 
Goddard. With both pitchers contesting 
the number two starting spot behind 
Keeley Ainge, their performance will be 
something to keep an eye on. In the last 
outing against Shoreline Community 
College, Staley got the curtain call 
after a tough four innings which saw 
her forfeit three runs and six hits. 
Jesse Goddard made her season debut 
and got the Royals out of the game 
only forfeiting one run. Is this to say 
Goddard has made a big enough impact 
to force herself into a starter position? 
Maybe, maybe not. The skill level 
between the two pitchers is extremely 
close. We could even see them splitting 
a game against Olympic College just 
to make sure that Jesse is ready for 
Edmonds. 
I have no doubt that the Royals will 
win over Olympic College. I’m thinking 
they do it in 10 innings total, but it 
could go to 12. What is the real talking 
point here is the team’s level of exertion 
after the games against Olympic 
College. Because waiting for them at 
home on the weekend will be Edmonds 
Community College.
Edmonds Community College 
sits atop of the NWAC North Division 
standings at 10–0. So far, they have 
ruthlessly dismantled all other NWAC 
teams that have come before them, and 
they’ve done it cleanly. Of their 10 wins, 
7 have seen them keep their opponents 
to under four runs. They are truly one of 
the best teams in NWAC right now, and 
the Royals will have a chance to hand 
them their first losses of the season. 
If there is one person you could 
pinpoint as the key to Edmonds’ success, 
it would have to be Lesieli Aholelei. The 
Hawaiian-born freshman has pitched 
the Edmonds team to 7 of their 10 wins 
so far. She has an ERA of 2.81, and a 
crazy 51 strikeouts on the year.  Oh, did 
I mention she bats? Let me run some 
stats by you: In 57 at bats, she has 32 
hits, 12 home runs, and 36 RBI. That’s 
right, 12 home runs from a pitcher. Oh 
and she’s hitting a .561. Yeah, don’t mess 
around with Aholelei… She’ll send the 
ball to the moon and then throw it right 
back at you the next inning. 
It’s going to be a tough series for the 
Royals. I don’t doubt that Aholelei will 
be pitching both games for Edmonds. 
And you can bet she’ll be batting in 
both too. I’m not sure what Royals’ head 
coach Michelle Peters has up her sleeve, 
but this might be the game to pull it 
out. 
It’s going to be a solid game from 
both sides. It could be a low scoring 
affair, or a high one, or maybe both. I’m 
thinking game one will see a low scoring 
tussle as Ainge and Aholelei toss bricks 
at their respective batting lineups. 
Game two might see the score skyrocket 
as fatigue sets. I literally cannot predict 
who is going to come away with points 
here. I want to say 1–1, but it could so 
easily be 2-0 either way. I guess we’ll 
have to wait and see! Edmonds will play 
the Royals at their home field at Softball 
City in Whiterock. Games are at 12 p.m. 
and 2 p.m.
Royals face test of station
öö The undefeated Royals will face undefeated Edmonds this week
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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The internet breathed a sad sigh on March 25 when YouTube 
entertainment giant SourceFed shut 
down for good. SourceFed was one of 
the only success stories to come out 
of YouTube’s 2012 Original Channel 
Initiative, which saw Google invest 
over 300 million dollars into growing 
“channels” instead of towards “creators.” 
The difference being that the channels 
would be more of a collective effort with 
heavy production values, as opposed 
to user-driven content that focused on 
individual, independent creators. The 
initiative was an undeniable flop, with 
many of the channels going belly up. 
One thing that did manage to 
stay relevant was Phillip DeFranco’s 
brainchild: SourceFed, which 
focussed mainly on reporting news 
and commenting on technology and 
pop-culture. It catered to internet 
geeks everywhere, featuring various 
programs that highlighting everything 
from music to engineering. In 2013 
DeFranco sold SourceFed to Revision3, 
which was owned by Discovery 
Communications. This launched 
Discovery’s foray into digital media. 
In 2016, Discovery decided to back 
a merger that would have Thrillist 
Media, SourceFed Studios, The 
Dodo, NowThis Media, and Seeker 
all combine under the umbrella 
corporation of Group Nine Media, in 
which Discovery Communications 
would receive a 35 per cent stake. Group 
Nine Media is currently headed by 
the founder of Thrillist, Ben Lerer. 
On March 20, SourceFed announced 
that they would be shutting down 
within the week. Based off of reactions 
by SourceFed host Steven Suptic and 
former host Reina Scully, news of the 
closure was not communicated to the 
SourceFed team until shortly before 
the announcement took place. Many 
of SourceFed’s former employees—
including program hosts, producers, 
writers, animators etc.—took to social 
media, expressing their discontent 
over how the closure was handled, and 
how they suddenly found themselves 
unexpectedly unemployed. 
Though Discovery claims that they 
had no say in the decision by Group 
Nine Media to shut down SourceFed, 
many people remain suspect due to a 
contingency Discovery acquired before 
their backing of the merger. In late 2016, 
before the merger occurred, Discovery 
agreed to receive the 35 per cent stake 
in Group Nine Media, as mentioned 
before. This placed them as the second 
largest shareholder in the company, right 
behind Axel Springer SE—a European 
digital publishing house. Discovery took 
the 35 per cent initially, but with a catch 
that they would be allowed to acquire 
a greater share in the company at a 
later date. This means that they could 
be the controlling shareholder within 
the next year or so, if they so choose.
Knowing that, it becomes a little 
sketchy that Discovery would choose 
to sacrifice such a large aspect of their 
digital media branch to Lerer, who 
has a vested interest in promoting 
his own creation, Thrillist.  
Whether this is true—or SourceFed 
had simply found itself living on 
borrowed time—is unclear, and will 
remain so until the higher-ups at Group 
Nine Media choose to address the 
closure in a more detailed fashion.
 O Beauty on a budget: Katy Kat 
 O What will be trending this season
 O What not to do with your résumé or 
cover letter
And more!
SourceFed shuts down for good
öö Information about the YouTube giant’s sudden closure
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Everyone knows that the internet is a place where those of the emotionally 
pent up horde can find things to be 
angry about. Recently, the focus of 
their anger was United Airlines. Calls 
for a boycott on the airline hit Twitter 
hard, as many people jumped to the 
defence of two women and a 10-year-
old girl who were denied boarding 
because the gate employee found that 
their outfits were inappropriate. 
What could they have possibly 
been wearing, you may ask. Apparently, 
the three were dressed in leggings and 
other comfortable athletic wear. When 
they went to board, the employee told 
them that they would need to put a 
dress or tunic on overtop their leggings, 
or they would not be permitted on the 
plane. A witness saw all of this occur, 
and immediately went onto Twitter 
to report the events to the mass hive-
mind that is social media. Many shot 
back at the airline, claiming that they 
were slut-shaming or being sexist. A 
minority among those who responded 
expressed confusion, one such being 
TV Host Chrissy Teigen, who claimed 
that she had boarded a United flight 
wearing “almost nothing” before, yet 
was still allowed entry onto the plane. 
Those who raised questions about 
the situation later had their inquiries 
answered, when it was revealed that the 
three wannabe passengers were actually 
companion or “buddy” pass holders. For 
those of you unfamiliar, I will explain. 
A companion, or buddy, pass, 
is a special ticket given to friends or 
family of people that work for the 
airline. Almost every airline offers this 
as a benefit for their employees. An 
employee has a list of people that they 
can register as buddy pass holders. How 
many people they can add to this list 
varies with seniority as well as which 
airline they work for. Basically, it allows 
whoever is on the list to fly for free, or 
to simply pay flight taxes—which are 
minimal. The one catch is that anyone 
using a buddy pass is treated as an 
employee—to the point that—with 
some airlines—they are expected to 
help the flight crew clean up the plane 
after the other passengers have exited. 
So how does this explain the 
employee’s refusal to let the three on 
board? Well, with any job, you have 
a dress code. If you use a buddy pass, 
you are required to abide by the dress 
code, which for most airlines request 
that you wear business-casual attire. 
This means no running shoes, no 
jeans, and definitely no athletic wear! 
United’s response to all the Twitter 
hate remained in line with these set 
precedents, and they defended their 
employee’s request for the three 
individuals to change their attire. They 
also stated that while regular passengers 
(i.e. ones that paid for their tickets) 
were welcome to wear whatever they 
wanted, the dress code for buddy pass 
holders would remain stricter. In the 
end, the 10-year-old was admitted entry 
after she changed her shirt, but the 
other two women missed their flight.
So what have we learned? Try to 
make yourself aware of all the facts 
before engaging in internet witch-
hunts, don’t believe everything you 
read on Twitter—and lastly, if someone 
is kind enough to get you something 
really expensive for free, at least have 
the decency to abide by the rules.
On March 20, SourceFed announced that they 
would be shutting down within the week.
OOTD plane edition
öö United Airlines internet witch-hunt over terrible fashion decisions
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @douglasinternational
Beauty on a budget: Katy Kat mermaid line
öö A collection that offers unique colours and versatile products
In February, Katy Perry released her Spring collection for Covergirl as part 
of her Katy Kat collection. This collection 
has a mermaid theme, and the products 
have a pearl finish instead of the matte 
finish of her previous products. To test 
the new line, I decided to try one colour 
from each of the products: Katy Kat Pearl 
lipstick, Katy Kat Eye liner, and Katy Kat 
Pearl Shadow + Highlighter. 
I previously reviewed the Katy Kat 
Matte lipstick collection, which has a few 
colours that I really like. Her new lipsticks 
come in Blue-tiful 
Kitty, Apricat, 
Purrty in Pink, 
and Reddy 
to Pounce. 
Although 
Reddy to 
Pounce was 
tempting 
as it’s a 
beautiful 
poppy 
colour, I 
wanted to 
try the 
most 
daring 
colour 
she had: Blue-tiful Kitty. It’s an icy, cool-
toned light blue, and I hoped it would be a 
cool addition to my spring lip options. 
Unfortunately, I’m not a huge fan. 
For a unique colour like this, it needs to 
go on easily and give you full coverage, 
because any hint of pink poking through 
ruins the look. However, it was very 
difficult to get full coverage, and it wore 
off easily from any food or drink. I wore it 
out for most of a Saturday, but abandoned 
it before dinner because it was honestly 
more work than it was worth. However, it 
did get a lot of looks and comments, so if 
you want to a high-impact, eye-catching 
colour, this may be worth a try! I would 
recommend using some primer under it, 
though. 
The new eyeliner line is available in 
Kitty Whispurr (a matte bright white), 
Purrmaid (a pearly emerald), Kitty 
Katabra (a sparkly black), and Midnight 
Matte (a matte black and a missed chance 
for another cat pun). I grabbed Purrmaid, 
which I expected to be a bluer green than 
it actually is, based on Perry’s makeup in 
the advertisements. Unfortunately, due 
to my brown hair and brown eyes, this 
green eyeliner does absolutely nothing 
flattering for me, though I still think this 
would be beautiful for someone with 
green or blue eyes, or red hair. The liner 
works well and is easy to apply, and even 
comes with a smudging tool on the other 
end. I didn’t have much luck with the tool, 
but I’m sure it would be better to smoke 
out some of the black liners. 
The last product—and the most 
interesting one to me—is the Shadow + 
Highlighter. It’s formulated to be easy 
to blend out over your cheeks and other 
areas you wish to highlight, or to smooth 
it onto your lids for a nice metallic finish. 
There are only two shades: Tiger’s Eye 
(gold) and Tiger Rose (rose gold). I picked 
it up in the gold because I thought that 
that would be a more flattering shade on 
me. The cream product comes in a small 
pot, and my main complaint is that it’s 
not super easy to get much product on 
my finger, so my expectations on what it 
would be like with a brush are pretty low.  
However, I really love it otherwise. The 
gold looks great as both a shadow and a 
highlighter, and it is super portable. It’s 
definitely my favourite item in the line.
Depending on how crazy you like 
to go with your makeup, the lipstick and 
eyeliner offerings may be a cheap way 
for you to get your fix—especially since 
shades like these are usually only found 
in higher-end products, or as limited 
editions in drug store brands. I would 
definitely recommend the Shadow + 
Highlighter combo for everyone, though. 
Each product in the line is around $10, so 
you can’t go wrong. Definitely check them 
out and see for yourself!
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
It’s hard to feel motivated with exam season so close. 
At the Other Press we understand that. So here’s a list 
of our favourite tracks for you to enjoy and get your 
mind off of those impending finals! Don’t worry, you 
can do that thing you have to do—we believe in you!
To Be Alone with You by Sufjan Stevens (Carlos)
I Only Have Eyes for You by Tashaki Miyaki (Lauren P.)
Padeya by Ibk Spaceshipboi (Aaron)
Talk it to Death by Sunparlour Players (Greg)
Sandstorm by Darude (Davie)
Adore by Cashmere Cat ft. Ariana Grande (Jerrison)
Learn to Run by David Vertesi (Rebecca)
Never Again by Breaking Benjamin (Caroline)
High Enough by K.Flay (Brittney)
How Long Will I Love You by Ellie Goulding (Analyn)
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
otherplaylistthe
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Spring is in the air!
öö What will be trending this season
Summer is coming, and if you’re planning to take a semester off to 
get a job here are a couple things to 
avoid before you type up your résumé.
Submitting the exact same cover letter 
and résumé  for each application. 
That résumé you wrote for a job in retail 
may not be applicable to that accounting 
job you want. Also, your résumé may 
not be up to date 
if it does not 
include your recent qualifications, 
current address, number, etc. so you can 
see how this is an automatic rejection. 
Try to not only keep your résumé 
and cover letters up-to-date, but also 
tweak them a bit to highlight relevant 
experience that applies directly 
to the job you’re applying for. 
Ignoring information given 
on the job posting. 
Strong résumés are specifically tailored 
for the job position you’re applying for, 
so pay attention to the qualifications 
they list. It’s a gift to you, and you can 
use this as a guideline for matching 
these requirements based on how you’ll 
sell yourself as the ideal candidate.
Using personal pronouns. 
You might have seen some résumé 
templates where a candidate uses 
personal pronouns, but 
psychologically this 
does not appear formal. Instead of 
saying “I manage/I managed,” write 
in third person, but omit the personal 
“he/she/they” pronouns. So instead of 
writing “I managed a store front,” simply 
write “was a manager” or “managed.”
Putting in personal data like your 
age, race, gender, marital status, etc. 
Applying for a modeling agency is an 
exception. However, for 99 per cent of 
the job market, you’re being hired based 
on your skills, not your appearance. It’s 
also illegal for employers to ask this.
Making it colourful. 
Headings in colour might be appropriate 
if you are applying 
for a job in 
marketing or a similar creative field, 
but make sure they are not bright 
colours and are instead in dark shades. 
I also suggest you ditch using different 
colours. A résumé with many colours 
can look noisy and disruptive. The black 
standard looks sleek and professional. 
Mentioning every job 
position you’ve ever had. 
If you have had a lot of jobs in your 
life, you have to ask yourself if they are 
still relevant. Maybe that job in food 
service you took years ago is not really 
as relevant to the work and volunteer 
experiences you have taken recently. 
And as a general rule, take out jobs 
that you did over five years ago.
Exceeding more than two pages. 
Two pages is the maximum, but I strongly 
suggest that you limit it to one page. A 
strong résumé is compact and straight 
to the point. A résumé that’s a page long 
with narrow margins should be enough. 
Remember, your application  should 
include a cover letter, so the résumé is 
technically the second page already.
Working on the résumé  without doing 
résumé writing research beforehand.
The best way to know how to write a 
résumé is through performing research, or 
attending résumé workshops. The college 
offers workshops from time to time, so 
be sure to attend one if you’re struggling 
with how to write your résumé. The 
student employment centre also offers 
help. If you know a friend who’s been 
accepted for many job interviews, 
you should ask them for advice too.
Help wanted
öö What not to do with your résumé or cover letter
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
Now that we’ve gotten rid of all that snow and the rain has finally arrived, 
it really does feel like spring! This means 
that many of you will be reaching into 
the deep recesses of your closets to start 
dragging out that long-missed spring 
wardrobe. If you want to know what’s 
going to be trending this coming season, 
don’t worry—I’ve got you covered. 
Based off of runway shows and 
what’s been gracing the windows of 
stores like Nordstroms, Victoria’s Secret 
and H&M, we’re going to see a late ’60s 
early ’70s resurgence, with long, flowing 
maxi dresses, a lot of built in tiers and 
ruffles, and a slight focus on a cold 
shoulder cut—meaning high necklines 
with shoulder cut-outs on the sleeve.
If you’re fond of structure, 
don’t be discouraged, because strap 
detailing is coming back—though 
in an unconventional way. Criss-
crossing straps will be a thing this 
season, but we’re seeing them more 
and more in odd places, such as along 
the sleeve, or over the bust. Yes, my 
bondage-keen friends, straps are no 
longer restricted to being a pretty back 
detail—though they’re still there, too.
Another cut that seems like it will 
be a big hit—and one that Victoria’s 
Secret is already prepping for—is 
the bra or bralet top. Shorter tops 
will be on trend, so bras with built in 
handkerchief lace, long ruffles, or a 
peasant blouse look will be everywhere.
The colours that we’ll be seeing a 
lot this spring are definitely the cooler 
tones. There will be a lot of blue, ranging 
from pastel to navy, and a lot of white. 
To contrast that, there will also be a lot 
of orange. Orange and blue are colour 
opposites, so it’s usually a trend in 
fashion to see opposing colours headline 
a season. Though the love for orange will 
be a bit more limited to apricot tones. 
As for patterns, try to keep a look out 
for classical floral prints and bold stripes. 
By classical I mean slightly smaller 
florals, not like the large statement prints 
from last spring. Think more tea-time, 
and less avante-garde. As for the stripes, 
both horizontal and vertical will be seen, 
but try to keep in mind what you want 
a garment to do before going out and 
buying the first striped dress you see. 
Do you want to look taller? Go vertical! 
Do you want a more hourglass-shape? 
Horizontal will probably be your best bet!
For men, most of the trending 
colours and patterns will be the same. 
Look for blues, clean whites, stripes, and 
touches of floral that you can wear to 
work when you can. Avoid orange, and 
instead go for some deep reds or army 
greens—and definitely keep your eye out 
for some of that ’70s inspired outerwear.
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
 O Why today’s political climate is basically the 
1980s
 O Don’t be a Grammar Nazi, but don’t use 
that term, either
And more!
Donald Trump loves to criticize Barack Obama, and one of his 
prime complaints before his political 
career was Obama’s time spent golfing. 
Like many other conservatives, Trump 
thought Obama’s golf trips in Florida 
were expensive (the security and flight 
costs ran as high as $1 million for the 
weekend) and that golfing was the 
president’s way of goofing off instead 
of solving America’s problems. 
The Donald criticized Obama enough 
that it made him the next president of 
the United States. Naturally, it’s only two 
months into his term and he spends much 
of his time goofing off playing golf on very 
expensive trips to Florida (security and 
flight costs rising as high as $3 million) 
instead of solving America’s problems. 
The POTUS playing golf frequently 
to unwind is nothing new. Every single 
one of them has done it, spanning back 
decades. Unfortunately, the cost of 
making sure nobody shoots these people 
while they’re teeing off does end up being 
quite high, as does anything else necessary 
for protecting the president. In addition to 
their salary and benefits (such as living in 
the White House), the POTUS is entitled 
to taxpayer money for security.  It is the 
cost of protecting the head of state. 
Running a country is an extremely 
stressful and difficult job. The positions 
require a strict schedule, with almost 
every moment of their lives planned out 
during their term in office. All sorts of 
heads of state use government funds to 
travel and live their life. Being president, 
prime minister, chancellor, or dictator is 
a 24 hour job. If the POTUS is playing 
golf and their presence is required, 
they will stop what they’re doing to 
put the needs of the country first. 
This is not a criticism exclusive to 
the left or right. Liberals will criticize 
conservative candidates on their activities, 
and conservatives will do much the 
same when they see liberals spending 
time in a way they don’t like. Any time 
Justin Trudeau is covered in the media 
doing a fun activity, it leads to a backlash 
with his opponents questioning why 
he had time to go see Star Wars but 
not enough time to work on Canada’s 
problems. Apparently, world leaders are 
not supposed to have any leisure time.
Donald Trump using so much 
taxpayer money is par for the course as 
a president. What is unique is his own 
circumstances. In addition to his claim 
of having a net worth in the billions, 
Donald uses far more taxpayer money on 
security than most presidents have. His 
wife doesn’t want to live in the same house 
as him so their son can keep going to his 
private school, and the cost of protecting 
their NYC residence can be upwards of 
$1 million a day. Even more troubling 
is Trump’s extreme cuts to basic social 
programs like Meals On Wheels and PBS. 
It’s quite important that his wife lives in 
a solid gold apartment, but the cost of 
feeding 500,000 veterans a year is simply 
much too high for the government to pay.
Of course, Donald’s hypocrisy is 
not as important as his many other 
scandals. His sexual assault charges, 
coalition with Russia, and general mental 
state are all reasons why he shouldn’t 
be president. His general demeanour 
is as horrible as his policies, which are 
detrimental to the most disadvantaged 
Americans. If one is going to criticize 
Trump, his platforms and actions are 
perhaps more important than the amount 
of time he spends on the golf course.
Pick your battles when criticizing 
politicians. What matters is their 
career performance through their 
actions, not what they were doing 
at any particular time of day.
öö Running a country is a 24/7 job
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
Since Trump has become president, it seems like there has been a new protest 
taking place every other week. It makes 
me wonder what place civil disobedience 
has in society.
I’ve always admired Ghandi, Martin 
Luther King Jr., and other peaceful 
activists, but I have not given much 
thought to the more violent forms of 
protest. It seems certain that under 
extreme circumstances—such as living 
under tyrannical rule—violent resistance 
is justified. In a democratic society, 
however, I cannot endorse any form of 
illegal, violent behaviour. 
Violent forms of protest are 
ineffective. In the past hundred years, 
the most effective makers of change have 
been nonviolent groups. The suffrage 
movement and the civil rights movement 
succeeded using peaceful methods of 
protest. It’s true that during the suffrage 
movement fringe groups detonated 
bombs, wielded knives, and spread terror, 
but it’s usually argued that these groups 
had hindered progress. Similarly, it was 
Martin Luther King Jr. who advanced civil 
rights for black men and women the most, 
not the Black Panthers.
Violent forms of protest are anti-
democratic. There have been many unjust 
laws in the past, but there is a system 
through which we can challenge these 
laws. Sometimes, it is frustrating having to 
work through the tangle of bureaucracy, 
but if the majority of people want change, 
they will get it. The system is definitely 
flawed, but it’s better than any other we’ve 
figured out. If you try to force change 
through threats of violence, you might as 
well throw away the system.
Violent forms of protest are immoral. 
Hurting others, whether through assault 
or vandalism, is not acceptable. Regardless 
of how much good you think you will 
do through violence, you still have no 
right to hurt other people. This does not 
include self-defence, which I believe 
may be permissible when physically 
defending yourself or others from direct 
harm. Recent examples of violence during 
protests, however, do not fall under these 
categories. Anti-Trump protestors may 
think their opponents are disgusting 
people and that their ideas are harmful, 
but that does not give them a free pass to 
engage in violence. 
I’m often tempted to endorse violent 
groups when I agree with their ideals. 
Democracy can be slow, messy, and 
painful to watch. It does make progress 
though, eventually. Society has changed 
for the better, and I believe it will continue 
to do so. We just need to have a little 
patience, and a little faith, for the time 
being.  
Violent protests are ineffective 
to furthering civil rights
öö Despite collusion with Russia, leaks are crucial to keeping government honest
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Stop criticizing what world 
leaders do in their spare time
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I can’t help but cringe whenever I see an adult dating someone under 
18, or someone significantly younger 
than them. Besides the fact that 
dating someone under 16 when you 
are more than a few years older than 
them is illegal, it’s also extremely 
creepy and inappropriate. They are a 
child, you are an adult. End of story.  
Speaking of creepy, just two years 
ago, now 38–year–old James Franco 
attempted (and failed) to hook up with a 
17–year–old girl on Instagram. Although 
our age of consent is 16, in many places 
she would still be considered a minor. 
After being called out on his gross 
behaviour, he denied it, but eventually 
confessed to it and even joked about 
it, with his career remaining virtually 
unharmed. He admitted it was a bad 
judgement call on his part. I can’t help 
but wonder if he would still be saying 
that if they had actually hooked up, or 
if he is just saying that because he was 
exposed? I presume the latter. Yes, the 
age difference is gross, but even more 
disturbing is the thought that this girl 
is probably just graduating high school 
and figuring out what she wants to do 
with her life, while he is almost 40 years 
old. Even if she went along with it and 
consented, it’s his responsibility as the 
adult to determine right from wrong 
and to say no to sex with a minor. 
In a romantic or sexual 
relationship, it is important to realize 
that there is a large imbalance in power 
dynamics if your partner is much 
older or younger than you. The adult 
partner has unspoken authority over 
their younger partner, no matter what 
their gender is. The older partner is 
also seen as more dominant, while the 
younger person is more vulnerable. 
Lastly, there is a big difference in life 
and relationship experience, and the 
older partner may use their partner’s 
age and lack of experience as an excuse 
to undermine or manipulate them. Of 
course, not all relationships end up 
like this, but a significant amount do.
There are different levels of 
maturity in these relationships. The 
underage partner might be mature for 
their age, but for an older person to 
have the same level of maturity as their 
much younger partner is troubling, 
especially if they are still in high school. 
The younger partner may act older or 
even look older than they really are, 
but when it comes to sex they may 
not be emotionally ready, especially if 
their partner is significantly older 
than them. I’ve heard about some 
people waiting for their partners to 
become legal before they start dating, 
but that is still predatory behaviour. 
I’m not here to knock on anyone’s 
relationship. If you have a healthy 
and meaningful relationship, then 
all the power to you. If you want to 
date someone older than you, that’s 
your choice. But it’s important to 
recognize the issues that might 
come up with such a relationship, 
and learn how best to avoid them. 
Like most Canadians, I support the democratic process of law and 
legislation. I also support the full 
legalization of marijuana with as few 
restrictions as possible. I believe any 
adult should be able to own, grow, and 
use cannabis as much as they’d like, 
and I question why limiting what people 
can do with a plant is necessary. 
After promising legislation to 
legalize marijuana by the spring 
of 2017, the Liberal government 
finally delivered at the last minute. 
They recently made the promise to 
introduce legislation legalizing weed 
across Canada… by July 1, 2018.
As has been repeatedly stated and 
demonstrated by authorities, marijuana 
laws are still in effect. Until officially 
legal, marijuana suppliers and users 
continue to face charges for a substance 
that is to become legal in the near future.
 As has always been the 
case for marijuana arrests, they 
disproportionately affect minorities. An 
indigenous person (or a person of any 
other visible minority) is more likely 
to be arrested 
and charged for 
being caught 
with weed than 
a white person 
would be. The 
maximum 
punishment 
in Canada for 
possession under 
30 grams is 6 
months in jail 
and a $1,000 fine. 
The sentence is 
usually much 
less, but it 
can still lead 
to having a 
criminal record, 
which is very 
damaging and 
can significantly 
limit 
opportunities.
Justin 
Trudeau has 
admitted 
to smoking 
marijuana, and has publicly advocated its 
legalization. Nevertheless, he supports 
arrests and 
charges of other 
Canadians 
who cultivate 
the stuff. 
It is 
not just the 
people with a 
couple joints 
on them who 
suffer. Anyone 
who sells 
marijuana—
whether to 
their friends or 
on a national 
level—can face 
years in jail. 
With medical 
marijuana 
having been 
legal for 
years and full 
legalization on 
the horizon, 
there seems 
little reason 
to suddenly 
go after dispensary owners. 
Most of the charges will likely 
be dropped by the time they go to 
court. Most criminal cases take years 
to go on trial, and the legal nature of 
marijuana by that time would cause most 
judges to simply throw the case out.
It is hypocritical and confusing 
to suggest that marijuana is a 
dangerous and illegal substance 
in 2017 while planning to tax and 
support it the very next year. The 
government believes marijuana is 
harmful to children and should not 
be accessed by youth (a belief I share), 
but doesn’t seem to think it hurts 
Canadians enough to remain illegal. 
Using marijuana for medicinal 
purposes in Canada has been legal 
since 2001. Many people who use it for 
legitimate health reasons also enjoy 
it recreationally, and many who claim 
to use it medicinally are, in fact, only 
using it to get high (gasp!). It’s silly 
to prevent everyone from accessing 
it legally, especially with a readily 
available market and lots of tax money 
to be made. It’s one thing to draw out 
the legislation process to ensure fair 
taxes and logistics, but to continue 
arresting people in the meantime is 
damaging and a waste of resources. 
Dating minors is creepy, not cute
Legalization approach too 
slow and restrictive
öö The problem with underage relationships 
öö Why are arrests still being made?
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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In Canada, Trudeau leads a majority Liberal government that still divides 
Canadian ideologies, particularly 
in the west. South of the border, a 
controversial Republican celebrity has 
just become president, promising to 
lead the country to a stronger future. 
In the UK, foreign tensions and a 
struggling economy lean heavily on a 
female conservative prime minister.
2017? More like 1981, when Pierre 
Trudeau, Ronald Reagan, and Margaret 
Thatcher dominated English-speaking 
society. Of course, history has repeated 
itself, and the current political 
climate is basically the same thing. 
Populism is the political philosophy 
that the privileged elite dominate over 
the working class, and that there is a 
hope of power returning to the people. 
While it exists on all sides of the 
spectrum, it is often used by 
conservatives as a justification 
for limited government and 
allowing personal freedoms. 
Many of the struggles 
that happened in the 1980s 
are social issues that remain 
relevant today. With the advent 
of AIDS, gay people looked to have their 
rights recognized and protected across 
society. Women’s rights to abortion and 
birth control were challenged and fought 
for despite their legality. As always, the 
rights of the working class compared 
to the elite remained a serious concern. 
Wages and income inequality have only 
become more 
harmful since. 
It’s not 
just the 
political 
climate. 
What was 
cool in the 
’80s has 
also been 
revived. Electronic music. Star Wars 
and Ghostbusters leading at the 
box office. Fashion styles of neon 
and high-waisted jeans are popular 
again. Colourful hair dye is abundant. 
U2 is still one of the most popular 
bands in the world… somehow.
Societal atmospheres and attitudes 
in the ’80s 
were not 
all that 
much different from today. There was 
a lot of nihilistic worry that everything 
was going up in flames. Today, our 
fears are more geared towards global 
warming than they are at nuclear war 
(though with the current president 
and North Korea, nukes remain a 
serious concern). The impending 
doom is still very real. Many people 
today—particularly millennials—have 
chosen to simply roast marshmallows 
on the fire consuming the globe. We’ve 
resigned ourselves to the fact that 
everything is going badly, and we doubt 
that we can do anything about it. 
The ’80s had a reasonably happy 
ending. Nuclear war was 
averted, the economy 
prospered, and it gave 
way to arguably the most 
romanticized decade of 
all time, the ’90s. We’re 
still living the 2010s, and 
things are looking pretty 
bleak. We can hope that 
the roasted marshmallows 
are delicious, and that 
Russia’s tensions with the 
President (ah, how history 
repeats itself ) doesn’t 
end up killing us all. 
Proper grammar is essential. As a professional writer and a student 
of creative writing, a misspelled word 
or a badly phrased sentence can drive 
me crazy. I don’t know all the finer 
points of English structure, but I do 
know the difference between their, 
there, and they’re. When the wrong 
one is used, I die a little on the inside. 
People correct others’ grammar to 
feel better about themselves. Nobody 
ever feels good when they have their own 
grammar corrected—it is basically like 
being told you are not speaking a language 
properly. The intent is often to annoy 
or taunt the one who’s being corrected. 
Who hasn’t been in an argument online 
and responded “*you’re” after being told 
“Your stupid!”? But news flash: This is not 
going to change the opinion of—or find 
common ground with—your opponent. 
It’s just going to bully them further.
Language is a constantly-changing 
structure, and the English language in 
particular is a very confusing one. Even 
those of us who have it as a native language 
don’t remember every single rule. Much 
of today’s English formalities stem from 
a narrow British interpretation. It is not 
our jobs to enforce these structures, and 
doing so only makes you look like a jerk.
One who polices grammar structures 
and finds the need to correct others is 
often called a known as a “Grammar 
Nazi.” The Nazis were an organization 
responsible for some of the most horrible 
crimes of the 20th century, including 
the genocide of millions of people. To 
be a Nazi is literally one of the worst 
things you can be, as they  advocate the 
deaths of anyone who does not fit their 
twisted definition of racial purity. 
Being called a “Nazi” was kind 
of funny once upon a time (The Soup 
Nazi was one of the greatest Seinfeld 
characters ever) but there’s nothing 
funny about Nazism. The ideology has 
never faded. People sympathetic to 
Nazi views and white supremacy have 
existed since it was first introduced. 
In 2017, the rise of the “alt-right” has 
given new legitimacy to Nazism, with a 
terrifying resurgence of these ideologies.
Nazis were people that killed others who 
were different from them because they 
were different from them, and people 
who still affect the lives of people today. 
It is not a term to be used lightly or to be 
joked about. Calling someone a Nazi has 
serious implications beyond the word. 
Don’t be a white supremacist, and don’t 
push your concept of English on people 
who didn’t ask. One is much worse, but 
neither are appropriate in today’s society.
öö Populism and extremism dominates the developed world
öö Why policing grammar isn’t the same as the SS
Why today’s political climate 
is basically the 1980s
Don’t be a Grammar Nazi, but 
don’t use that term, either
Colten Kamlade
Senior Columnist
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
Illustration by Ed Appleby
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Have an idea for a story? 
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 O SkyTrain ruling creates class warfare on 
Vancouver trains
 O Power outage gothic
 O Gal pals partake in BFF ceremony
And more!
Dreamworks Animation studios held a press conference this past 
weekend, rolling out their new line-up 
of possible productions for the public to 
review and approve. These 10 potential 
films are said to reflect the “style and 
values” of Dreamworks, with emphasis on 
imagination and fun for the whole family. 
The Grundles
This film follows a family of strange, 
mascot-type creatures living in sewage 
drains across America! The storyline 
may be lacking, but the movie is sure 
to bring out the laughs, however cheap, 
as the Grundles get into all sorts of wild 
shenanigans! (The trailer is said to feature 
the song “Get Low” by Lil Jon, who will 
be voicing one of the titular Grundles.)
Happy Hats
Have you ever wondered what your 
hats get up to when they’re not on your 
head? Dreamworks has! It’s said this film 
will also reflect topical issues such as 
racism, poverty, and terminal illness. 
SkyTrains!
Set in the small Canadian town of 
Vancouver, SkyTrains! follows the musical 
story of the young Evergreen Line, as 
she tries to measure up to her older 
brother and sister, Expo and Millenium. 
A wonderful coming-of-age story 
exploring the dynamics of sibling rivalry.
My Life as an Amoeba
An amoeba and a young boy switch lives 
for a day, kicking off a touching story 
about the value of learning to see the 
world from different perspectives.
Fruit Have Feelings Too
A heartwarming story written to 
teach children empathy, following 
the adventure of one apple searching 
for the tree it fell from. Backed up by 
an incredible cornucopia of co-stars, 
this film is sure to bring a few tears to 
even the crabbiest of apple’s eyes. 
Humourous 
A lazy humour editor learns 
the errors of her ways and 
turns from cheap jokes to 
well thought-out humour 
that’s both intelligent 
and thought-provoking. 
A silent short film.
Sassy Toddlers
These Sassy Toddlers sure are 
a handful! But can they take 
down the evil forces of Kim 
Jong Un and avert a 
nuclear holocaust???
The Thumbsnipper 
Based off a German 
fairy tale, The 
Thumbsnipper follows 
little Conrad Suck-a-
Thumb as he tries to escape the 
sharp shears of the wicked tailor 
who’s come to cut his thumbs 
off. A cautionary tale for children, 
sure to terrify and traumatize!
Where’s Waldo 3-D
Cashing in on the nostalgia of ’90s 
children, Where’s Waldo will provide 
much-needed backstory for the red-
and-white striped character we’ve 
all learned to 
hunt over the 
years. This movie 
is sure to teach 
young children 
the importance 
of not being seen.
Talking Animals: The Musical!
Self-explanatory. Starring three famous 
pop singers who have never voice-acted 
in their lives, and Alan Tudyk, probably.
öö From the creative minds that brought you some pretty fucked-up movies if we’re being honest
Dreamwork’s next 
10 movie pitches
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
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At the Other Press
We try to stay creative
With our articles
With all that in mind
Here we have your horoscopes
All in haiku form
IF TODAY IS YOUR BIRTHDAY…
Happy birthday friend
Your future looks pretty good
Well, at least for now
You’re a hothead sign
According to your star chart
Which I’ve never read
This week watch for cars
And every week probably
It’s just common sense
Your luck will improve
After this Saturday night
Before then, stay home
This month will bring you
Lots of opportunity 
To fuck up; good luck
The stars have revealed
That you are a massive nerd
But you knew that, right?
Here is a fun fact:
It’s snowing on Mount Fuji
All because of you
Oh my dear Libra
This week, prepare to flee for
Cuba; the Feds know
Your star sign is a
Scorpion; and that’s pretty
Sweet if you ask me
Buy yourself something
Charge it to your enemy’s
Account, serves them right
Why why why why did
You think haiku horoscopes
Would be fun to do???
Humour Editor
Rebecca Peterson is
Still accepting cash
This was hard; next time
I’ll do limericks instead
Should be easier
Your Horoscopes
öö We’re going to tell you how you’re feeling, to try to make you understand
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
ARIES  
(March 21 – April 20)
TAURUS 
(April 21 – May 21)
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 – Dec. 21)
GEMINI
(May 22 – June 21)
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 – Nov. 22)
CANCER
(June 22 – July 23)
LEO
(July 24 – Aug. 23)
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 – Jan. 20)
VIRGO
(Aug. 24 – Sept. 23)
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 – Feb. 19)
LIBRA
(Sept. 24 – Oct. 23)
PISCES
(Feb. 20 – Mar. 20)
With Surrey getting shafted with Light Rail Transit instead of a proper 
SkyTrain extension, accusations of class 
warfare have sparked across the Greater 
Vancouver Area. The controversial BC 
Liberal funding announcement leaves 
Surrey and Langley increasingly separate 
from the rest of Vancouver both in transit, 
and in wealth. I, investigative reporter Greg 
Waldock, decided to visit the different 
parts of the train system and see for myself 
how exaggerated this controversy is.
I went first to the Expo Line, 
beginning in New Westminster. The train 
was 20 minutes late and each car was filled 
beyond capacity by the unwashed masses. 
In one car nearly 100 people were huddled 
around makeshift fire pits for warmth, 
cooking curries and stir fries. At the next 
station, I switched to another car—this 
one showing the clear signs of the gang 
warfare that ravages Surrey daily. The seats 
were scorched and broken needles were 
scattered everywhere. Rival gang members 
glared at each other as they tried to angle 
their bikes awkwardly into the aisles.
The train then passed over the Fraser 
River, creaking and swaying as the wind 
blew in through the bullet holes in the 
windows. We reached Scott Road Station 
just as a fight broke out over a man who 
accidentally had blocked the doorway 
with his oversized travel backpack, so I 
switched over to the final car. In this one, 
the huddled masses were simmering with 
discontent, and a teenager—filled to the 
brim with youthful fervour—stood on 
a priority seat and called for the violent 
overthrow of the Surrey Central bus 
loop. Men with beards and mutton chops 
were drafting a manifesto on the back of 
an Uncle Fatih’s pizza box. I left before 
they realized I wasn’t one of them.
The next day, I visited the Canada 
Line starting at Waterfront. Each car 
was a wide open space, enough room for 
people to politely ignore each other while 
pretending to stare out of windows, as 
proper transit should be. Men and women 
garbed in fine silk lounged on couches, 
children frolicked freely through the cars, 
and smooth jazz played from a live band 
at the front. Commuters were fed grapes 
off the vine, and each stop had a timer for 
pinpoint-accurate train schedules. I met 
with an MP candidate who was shaking 
hands and accepting opulent donations. 
“Yes, the housing problem in the 
unsavoury parts of Vancouver is a problem,” 
she said, when I asked her about conditions 
on the Expo Line. “And yes, we could 
approve cheaper housing to get people 
off the streets for proper mental health 
and medical care. But have you seen 
cheap housing? It’s so ugly and grey. My 
constituents don’t want to see that around 
their beautiful Point Grey neighbourhoods. 
The poor can wait until the housing prices 
fall. It doesn’t get that cold in Vancouver.”
It was only days after I had decided to 
call off my class warfare investigation 
that the provincial government 
announced the Surrey Light Rail will 
only be funded for halfway to Langley 
Center. For the rest of the route, the 
Light Rail will be pulled by teams of fare-
dodgers and the TransLink employees 
who keep asking for more funding.
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
öö Transit planning unveils subtle differences between Expo and Canada Lines
SkyTrain ruling creates class 
warfare on Vancouver trains
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The lights flicker. The wind howls outside. Rain batters against the 
windows. 
And then you find yourself in 
darkness. A darkness so deep and so 
eternal that you would not be able to see 
the very hands in front of your face, if not 
for the faint light of day piercing through 
the clouds and filtering wanly through 
your bedroom window.
The power is out.
You know that daylight will not last 
for long, though. The night cometh.  
Quickly, quickly you find the candles, 
strike a match, and sit in the soft yellow 
glow. Light. You can only hope that the 
salvation of electricity will return to 
you before you are consumed by the all-
encompassing night. 
You do a check. Laptop at 51 per cent. 
Phone at 72. A few half-used AA batteries 
and a fogged-up flashlight. This will have 
to do. 
You wait. With the router out of life, 
your WiFi is shot. There’s nothing to do 
but watch the movies on your hard drive, 
a pitiful collection of last year’s Oscar 
nominations. The time ticks by as your 
battery drains, the sun setting, and the 
darkness growing. 
But wait, hope! Three whole Gs of it, 
sitting in your phone. Damn the extra data 
charge, and damn you for not realizing 
your bounty sooner. You sit and browse 
Twitter, then Instagram, then Facebook. 
By the time you’ve done all that, there’s 
more to read on Twitter, and then to 
see on Instagram, and then to watch on 
Facebook. Life finds new meaning, the 
day has been saved, no reason to panic, 
no reas- 
“Warning, battery at 20 per cent.”
You feel a sinking, hollow feeling in 
your chest. You check the time; it has only 
been three hours. You put the phone away 
and continue watching that boring movie 
you have suffered through once already. 
The laptop is sitting at a pitiful 15, then 10, 
then 5 per cent. 
And just like that, it turns black. 
Gone from this world until a time comes 
that it may be revived. “A useless hunk of 
junk!” you think, absentmindedly pulling 
out your phone, cursing yourself to see 
that it has been drained of life as well. If 
only you hadn’t been constantly playing 
music in the background this entire time. 
If only you hadn’t been so blind. 
The sun sets. You gnaw on cold, 
buttered bread. The candle flickers, and 
you realize that watching the wax slowly 
melt down into nothingness is the only 
way you are even sure that time has been 
passing. No battery-powered clocks. No 
numbers on the microwave or stove. 
You gaze in contempt at the two 
bookshelves full of literature lining the 
walls. You don’t feel like reading. 
Eventually the flame splutters out in 
a warm pool of wax. A line of smoke rises 
from where there once was light. You don’t 
see it, but you can smell it, as though it 
were a burning funeral pyre of all that you 
cared for in this life. The minutes drag 
on, though you have no way of knowing 
they do for certain. The night only plunges 
further into darkness, no sign of dawn 
approaching. 
You close your eyes. A dream is your 
only escape.
Power outage gothic
öö No revival of a battery’s death
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor You know that daylight will not last for 
long, though. The night cometh.
The internet blew up last week with pictures of best friends 
Ellen Plaid and Ima Gay, as the girls 
partook in an adorable BFF ceremony 
that made headlines world-wide. 
“It’s just such a cute idea,” said 
social media mogul Helen Hetro, after 
sharing the pictures to her Facebook 
page last Friday. “You know, invite 
your friends and family, dress all nice, 
sign papers that declare you to be 
best friends forever in the eyes of the 
law and God or whatever—I would 
love to do something similar with 
my BFF! Just so long as my boyfriend 
doesn’t get jealous about it, ha ha!”
The besties are shown exchanging 
gold rings, saying vows of friendship 
to one another, and even sharing in 
a chaste super best friend kiss. 
“It really reminds me of the 
relationship I have with my best friend,” 
said Hetro, who had still been talking 
about the event three days later, this 
time on Instagram. “We do this kind 
of stuff all the time. Like, last week, 
we went for a fancy four-star dinner 
together? Then we booked a hotel room 
downtown and stayed there for the 
night, shared a bottle of wine, talked 
about our hopes and dreams, had sex, 
etc. It was just such a nice evening, 
really all about girls being girls and 
doing girly friend stuff, you know?”
Plaid and Gay have been applauded 
online for celebrating the “importance 
of female friendships,” and for being 
“secure enough in their femininity” 
to do so. However, some people 
have interpreted the best friends’ 
BFF ceremony a little differently.
“I’m pretty sure they just got married,” 
said blogger Femme4Femme. “I really 
don’t see how you could interpret this 
any other way. Like, they’re gay? They’re 
super gay. Their last names are Plaid and 
Gay ffs—well, I mean, Gay-Plaid now, 
but that’s beside the point. I don’t know 
why everyone is so determined to see 
this as some kind of weird heterosexual 
best friends ritual. Like, Helen, come on, 
they’re lesbians. They’re lesbians, Helen.”
Hetro responded to this 
post directly from her own blog, 
“HetroHelenOpinions.”
“I don’t want to disrespect anyone’s 
point of view, but just because they 
exchanged vows and gold rings in front 
of a judge before kissing and changing 
their names doesn’t mean they’re married. 
That’s really making a mountain out of 
a molehill,” said Hetro. “I don’t know 
why we have to make this super adorable 
BFF moment between two completely 
heterosexual women a gay thing. I mean, 
if they’re gay, I’m gay, and if I’m gay, 
my BFF Taylor Butch is gay, and if we’re 
both gay, then why aren’t we together 
instead of me and my boyfriend Chad?!”
A day after making this post, Hetro posted 
pictures from her own BFF ceremony 
with her best friend Taylor Butch. Her 
boyfriend Chad did not attend.
öö BFFs said to be wearing white dresses for the event
Gal pals partake in Best Friends 
Forever ceremony
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
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